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Unless We Say 
By Clara Aiken Speer 


NLESS we say, “Not as I will, 
But as Thou wilt,” we do not pray; 

Not ours to make demand that we 

At any cost, must have our way 

With power eternal. And not ours 

To beg or wheedle, that our own 

Determined wish may win what we 
Believe is best for us alone. 


To pray, we come as children should, 
Dependent, and all dutiful 

And loving; making our requests 
Of One indeed illimitable 

In love and wisdom. Thus we pray: 
“These are my hopes, Lord, my desires; 

Grant them if they can be a part 
Of what Thy perfect plan requires.” 


m7 
The Uncertainty of Life 


Why are some Christian’ men cut off 
at a comparatively early age, and some 
wicked men allowed to live on in health 
and strength to a good old age? Why 
must some go through months or years 
of lingering illness and increasing weak- 
ness, while others are taken quickly 
with hardly any suffering? God does 


not give us explicit answers in His Word 
to all the questions that human nature 
can think of and Satan can suggest. 
The uncertainty of life has been brought 
to the fore again in Christian circles in 
the Philadelphia region: by the passing 
‘of two devoted men of God. Dr. H, 


Framer Smith and the Rev. W. O. Blount | 


both died of heart trouble early Sun- 
day morning, January 9, in the Presby- 
terian Hospital. Dr. Smith, who was 
sixty-three, had been sick for some 
time, but Mr. Blount, who was fifty- 
eight, had entered the hospital only the 
day before. Dr. Smith had at one time 
been president of the Bible Institute of 
Pennsylvania, he had written numerous 
articles for THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, 
and in latter years had been devoting 
his time to conference speaking, Bible 
teaching, and writing. Mr. Blount had 
been dean of the Bible Institute of Penn- 
sylvania from 1940 to 1946, had later be- 
come associated with the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, and was about to 
become the pastor of an independent 
church. From the human point of view, 
it might seem that each man had sev- 
eral years of useful, Christian service 
before him: Why were they taken? 
Why were David Brainerd and Robert 
Murray McCheyne ta‘zen at the age of 
twenty-nine, Frances Ridley Havergal at 
forty-two, and John and Betty Stam on 
the threshold of their missionary serv- 
ice? No one can give complete and 
satisfactory answers to all these ques- 
tions. But there are some things we 
know. We know that all of these men 
and women of God could say—and 


The Gospel Light 


ISS EVA STUART WATT tells us 
that no such opportunity ever 
faced the Church of Christ in 

Ireland as the present affords. The Con- 
stitution of Eire opens with these mov- 
ing words: 
“In the name of the Most Holy Trinity 
. . we, the people: of Eire, humbly 
acknowledging all our obligations to our 
divine Lord, Jesus Christ, who sustained 


‘ our fathers through centuries of trial, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As the mountains are round 
about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about his people from 
henceforth even for ever” (Psa. 














125:2). 
oo 


doubtless did say—‘“My times are in 
thy hand” (Psa, 31:15). We know that 
each of them was not: trusting in his 
own merits, but in “the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot”. (1 Pet. 1:19), that 
each looked forward with joy to meeting 
the Redeemer face to face, that each 
could say, “For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain,” and that each is now 
“with Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 
1:21, 23). The families of Dr. Smith and 
Mr. Blount grieve over the loss of their 
loved cnes, but they “sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope,” for they 
“believe that Jesus died and rose again,” 
and that “even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus wiil God bring with him” (1 
Thess. 4:13, 14). They know that Dr. 
Smith and Mr. Blount have been trans- 
ferred from this troubled and misty 
scene to the peace, joy, and light of 
Heaven, and that they have been re- 
leased from any further fatigue, per- 
plexity, and suffering. And when men 
are taken from our midst, as they were, 
surely their going must have a sober- 
ing effect upon those of us who are left. 
It is a challenge to “build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones” 
(1 Cor. 3:12), and to spend our remain- 
ing days in a way that will glorify Him 
whom we love and whom we serve, 


in Irish City Streets 


do hereby adopt, enact, and give our- 
selves to this Constitution.” 

The forty-fourth article grants: 

“Freedom of conscience and the free 
profession and practice of religion, Sub- 
ject to public order and morality [they 
are] guaranteed to every citizen.” 

These rights have been loyally 
guarded. 

Nine years ago (July 19, 1939) God 
called Miss Watt, together with her sis- 
ter Clara, to leave their nets and fol- 
low Him “on the path of naked faith 
and obedience.” They obeyed. In 1940 


they left their mountain home to enter 
the city of Dublin “there to meet its 
poverty, sorrow, and sin with the claims 
of His love.” Alone one night with God, 
seeking His plan for her future, she was 
given it clearly, “Eire for Jesus.” 

The little bulletins, which have ap- 
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peared from time to time since then, 
constitute a sort of diary of her evange- 
listic experiences. She has a little mis- 
sion hall, “God asked us to build up his 
broken walls in Dublin. For this pur- 
pose, He gave us 9 Harcourt Court in 
November, 1940, and 18 Eden Quay 
later.” But she also goes out at midnight 
into the dark streets to seek and to save 
the lost. Of these she writes: 

“First midnight supper for lost girls. 
Six came and three young men, Clara 
sang, ‘Mender of broken lives.’ Tea; 
then story of Zacchzeus, ‘To day I must 
abide in thy house.’ Jesus was there! 
Blessed night !” 

Opposition appeared later. Young 
roughs, sent in to make trouble, man- 
aged:to put out the lights and tear up 
one of the scrolls. They kept up a con- 
tinual din except toward the end when 
a street girl, sitting on the table in the 
corner, sang in a sweet, clear voice, “The 
Crucifixion.” The noise suddenly ceased. 

The Prince of Glory bows His head: and 

lo, a soldier’s spear 

Let loose a flow of sacred blood. 

sacrifice how dear ! 

I plunge beneath the sacred flood, drawn 

from my Saviour’s veins, 

And in that full and blessed tide I lose 

my guilty stains. 

One night, shortly after, this same girl 
asked for a copy of thé words to learn. 
Handing the paper to her at a shop win- 
dow, where she stood looking in, Miss 
Watt said, “Let the words sink down 
into your heart till they’re part of you, 
and I'll be praying for you, dearie.” 

“For me?” she asked. “Why?” 

“Because I want the Lord Jesus to 
come into your life and wash away every 
thing that’s grieving Him, and fill you 
with Himself.” 

“*That would be beautiful,’ she re- 
plied, her eyes looking searchingly into 
mine.” 

“It was after midnight when my sister 
and I, walking up Grafton St., Dublin, 
met a girl. We told her that God wanted 
her to come back to Him. ‘I?’ she ex- 
claimed rather startled, stepping back 
against the shop window to face us. ‘I’ve 
gone too far. As we walked down the 
partially lighted street, she looked this 
way and that, like a frightened bird. 
‘All the police recognize me,’ she said. 
Then ‘came the story of another girl 
gone under. She is one of the thousands 
of bruised reeds that our blessed Saviour 
came to mend. We kissed her. Shall 
the powers of hell work unchallenged in 
Ireland, this land which once was the 
purest in the world, this nation of such 
innate chivalry and delicacy of soul, of 
such sensitiveness to divine love? Shall 
we not give ourselves now to the rescue 
of her sons and daughters? Shall we 
not let them see Jesus personified in 
you and me? It is for this they wait.” 

“Tonight three street girls called on 
us. They told us that a copy of ‘The 
Holy Mother’ was brought by one of 
their comrades into a.-public house, 
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where twelve of them read it together. 
Apparently it touched them, poor souls. 
One of their number had just gone to 
Mountjoy Prison for attempted suicide. 
She had thrown herself into the Liffey !” 

“March 17, St. Patrick’s Day. The 
early hours of this morning we spent 
in arranging the shop window with a 
scroll of St. Patrick, being a translation 
of the saint’s own writings, magnificent 
stuff, too. Went up, Clara and I, into 
the upper room to pray for this beloved 
city. It looked so beautiful, starlit. All 
day long the people have been reading 
St. Patrick — girls and men, priests and 
bus conductors, drunkards and street 
girls. It has reached scores whom we 
could never reach, and it glorifies our 
blessed Lord Jesus.” 

“The people are eager to receive help. 
From there to the Bridge I could 
scarcely pass out tracts fast enough till 
midnight. Very few refused. Then to 
Street, where we met a crowd of 





. wealthy gentlemen dispersing from their 


club. Interested and hungry recipients.” 
“Saturday, the 21st, Giving out tonight 
in front of Bank. A civic guard 
came along. ‘Have you anything for 
me?’ Gave him a whole New Testa- 
ment. Quite delighted, he sent us on to 
three more guards around the corner 
—one dark, burdened under the con- 
viction of sin; another a Gaelic scholar, 
’. (Continued on page 98) 











Notes on Open Letters 


Did the Angels Sing 
at Christ's Birth? 


Is there anything to show that the 
angels did not sing on Christmas fur- 
ther than that the Bible says “they 
said”? Their supposed singing is so 
stressed in hymns, cards, and the like 
—A New Jersey reader. 

Luke is the only one of the four Gos- 
pel writers who records the angelic an- 
nouncement to the shepherds at the time 
of Christ’s birth. His words that throw 
light on the question asked are as fol- 
lows: 

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this 


day in the city of David a Saviour, which’ 


is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men” (Luke 2:9-14). 

There are three verbs that describe 
the manner of the announcement. First 
we aré told that it was the angel of the 
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Lord who “said unto them...” Then 
“a multitude of the heavenly host” 
joined the angel, and their part in the 
awe-inspiring proclamation of the glori- 
ous Good News is described by the two 
present participles, “praising” and “say- 
ing.” 

It is clear that the angel of the Lord 
did not sing when he “said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy ...” But it is not 
so clear — beyond the shadow of a doubt 
—that the “multitude of the heavenly 
host” did not sing when they were 
“praising God.” In fact, the word “frais- 
ing” would seem to allow room for the 
reverent inference that the shepherds 
then listened to such magnificent and 
harmonious music in the night sky above 
their field as they had never before 
heard, and none of us has ever yet heard. 
Perhaps the words of verse 14 were 
clearly spoken by one angel or in chorus, 
or they may be construed as being the 
words of an agelic hymn, just as we have 
words for the hymns that we sing. 

At the creation, “the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). We shall 
not be able fully to understand all that 
took place at that splendid scene until 
we get to Heaven, but clearly there was 
music of some sort. Is it not reasonable 
to suppose that when the Creator took 
upon Himself the form of a little child 
in Bethlehem there was singing in the 
heavens? Looking down the centuries 
to the completion of God’s plan of re- 
demption at the cross, Isaiah quoted 
God’s words to Israel, “I have blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto 
me; for I have redeemed thee” (Isa. 44: 
22); and immediately he said, “Sing, O 
ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: 
shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break 
forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, 
and every tree therein: for the Lord hath 
redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in 
Israel” (Isa. 44:23). Is it not reasonable 
to infer that, when the earthly life of 
the Redeemer began, there was singing 
in the heavens? The Psalmist calls upon 
men to “praise Jehovah for his loving- 
kindness, and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men! And let them 
offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and 
declare his works with singing” (Psa. 
107:21, 22. R.V.). And the heavenly 
host were declaring God’s crowning 
work when they announced the coming 
of the Saviour. 

We must certainly pay close attention 
to the words of Scripture, knowing that 
they. are written by “holy men of God” 
who “spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). But this 
does not preclude our drawing inferences 
from a given passage, or using sanctified 
imagination, when we keep in mind the 
whole teaching of Scripture on a given 
subject and do no violence to the text 
and context. 
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Lesson for February 13 


What lies ahead after five years of 
“Christ for America’’ campaign 


February, 1916, Billy Sunday held 

evangelistic services in Trenton, 
N. J. We are told that the city and its 
surrounding . communities were pro- 
foundly stirred. Exactly 16,603 persons 
professed conversion, which the Trenton 
State Gazette figured was 15.37 per cent 
of the current population. 

Having just recently, through the kind- 
ness of a friend, browsed through some 
of the daily newspapers published dur- 
ing this revival period, we feel utterly 
incapable of recapturing the atmosphere 
of Trenton at that time. The entire city 
was agog— thinking, talking, and living 
evangelical Christianity. It was not un- 
common for passengers on trolley cars 
to openly discuss salvation and the 
claims of Christ. Religious news was 
on the front page of newspapers day 
after day. Frequently entire pages were 
consumed with full-page reproductions 
of. the evangelist’s “straight-from-the- 
shoulder” Gospel messages. 

Every means of reaching people was 
employed. Factories and shops were the 
scene of noonday evangelistic services, 
which the workers attended voluntarily. 
Several influential businessmen were 
converted, and business conditions 
changed and improved so that long out- 
standing accounts were paid in full. 
Nineteen hundred and sixteen is still 
considered a red-letter year in the re- 
ligious history of Trenton. 


Does Mass Evangelism Pay? 


Well does the writer remember his 
pastor telling us in 1941, just twenty- 
five years later, that a small group of 
evangelicals—they were called “Fun- 
damentalists” then — were arranging for 
a gigantic “Christ for Philadelphia” cam- 
paign and citing some of the Trenton 
statistics. We were asked to pray that 
God would give Philadelphia such a 
time of blessing as had been enjoyed 
in the neighboring New Jersey city a 
quarter of a century before, Personally, 
we were dubious, for like many another 
Christian, we felt that the day of mass 
evangelism was gone, perhaps forever. 

Later.our heart was warmed and we 
became an ardent advocate of mass 
evangelism when we read the results of 
a check on the lasting results of the 
Trenton campaign made by one Donald 
M. Foster and published in the Presby- 
terian. 

“More than twenty-five years have 
passed since that great campaign. It is 
possible now to check back and ascer- 
tain just what effect it had on a co- 
operating church. Bethany Presbyte- 
rian.Church of Trenton, N, J., was one 


D Fe the months of January and 
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Echoes of Revival 
the 


The “Christ for America” revival 
movement, of which Horace F. Dean 
is president, celebrated its fifth anni- 
versary last December. Mr. Lamp- 
man, now editor of “The Gideon,” 
tells something of what has .been 
accomplished through the years and 
what is planned for the coming 
months. Literature telling about the 
work and how you may have a part 
in stimulating revival in the church 
of Christ may be had from the 
National Spiritual Awakening Move- 
ment, 542 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago 5 








of the co-operating churches. Its pas- 
tor, D. Wilson Hollinger, D.D., was very 
active during these services. He did not 
spare any effort to make the campaign 
a success, 

“At the first communion § service 
(April 2, 1916) following the revival 
services, 250 persons united with Beth- 
any Church. In the months that fol- 
lowed, 55 more became members, This is 
a total of 305 persons. Dr. Hollinger has 
known each one personally. The church 
roll accurately shows the status of each 
person in regard to his church member- 
ship. Now, after twenty-five full years, 
the record discloses these facts: 98 (32 
per cent) persons are still active mem- 
bers; 54 (18 per cent) died while on the 
active roll; 66 (21% per cent) were dis- 
missed by letter to other churches; 87 
(28% per cent) were put on the sus- 
pended roll. 

“Among the 98 now remaining on the 
active roll, there are elders, deacons, 
trustees, Sunday school teachers, and the 
sexton. Among the 54 who died were 
many faithful members.” 

The conclusion was plain to me, mass 
evangelism does pay, and I was able to 
pray sincerely for the “Christ for Phila- 
delphia” campaign. 

The campaign was held in 1942, with 
250 churches co-operating. During the 
three-week period, eighty-five thousand 
persons heard Dr. Hyman Appelman 
preach and some two thousand conver- 
sions were reported. In many respects, 
the results of Trenton, twenty-five years 
before, were duplicated in Philadelphia. 
Before the Philadelphia meetings were 
over, evangelical leaders all over the 
country were clamoring for similar cam- 
paigns for their cities. As a result 
“Christ for America” —a national spir- 
itual awakening and evangelistic move- 
ment — was formed in 1943, 

This month “Christ for America” is 
completing.its first five years of min- 
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By CHARLES T. LAMPMAN 


istry. In deep humility, Horace F. Dean, 
president of the movement, reports that 
more than fifty city-wide, sometimes 
county-wide, campaigns were held in 
such places as Jackson, Mich.; Detroit; 
Peoria, Ill; Fort Wayne, Ind.; Cleve- 
land; Pontiac, Mich.; Lodi, Calif.; and 
Montreal, Canada. More than two mil- 
lion persons attended the meetings. Over 
two and one-half million printed revival 
messages have been published. Hun- 
dreds of radio broadcasts have also been 
used to carry the Gospel message. More 
than a score of godly evangelists have 
pointed literally tens of thousands to 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Sav- 
-iour. 

As “Christ for America” enters its 
sixth year, a campaign for 1949, wider 
in. scope than any promoted so far, is 
being arranged to embrace the entire 
state of Wisconsin. This is the first 
state-wide campaign ever attempted by 
“Christ for America.” More than two 
hundred evangelical pastors in the state 
are co-operating in the program de- 
signed to reach scores of remote villages 
and towns devoid of a single Gospel 
testimony. City-wide campaigns will be 
held in the larger cities, with union 
meetings wherever possible. Gospel 
tents will be utilized during the sum- 
mer months, anc the program embraces 
activities designed to reach children and 
youth for Christ. 

At the present time, plans call for 
the services of a dozen evangelists 
throughout the year. The effort will be 
launched right after Easter, 1949. Among 
the evangelists already engaged are 
Merle Fuller, Dr. Don Householder, Dr. 
John E. Zoller, Dr. Vincent Bennett, Dr. 
Charles» F. Weigle, and Ralph Neigh- 
bour. Should the Christ for Wiscon- 
sin program prove successful, it wil" set 
the. pattern to be used in other states. 


The Need for Adequate Preparation 


The successful evangelistic .campaigns 
conducted by “Christ for America” are 
not the results of shallow planning. On 
the other hand, there has never been 
a desire to attempt the spectacular on 
the part of the leaders. Mr. Dean re- 
vealed one of the secrets of success in 
mass evangelism when he said: 

“Dui ing the first years in the work of 
‘Christ for America,’ we discovered that 
it is futile to e®pect much in the way 
of genuine fruitfulness from any city- 
wide campaign unless adequate prep- 
arations have been made. Christians 
must be aroused about their responsi- ° 
bility to God and toward lost souls. 
Prayer groups.-must be formed and each 
detail of every campaign must be care-. 
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fully and prayerfully worked out with 
local pastors and their laymen.” 

A second secret of success in “Christ 
for America’s” mass evangelism effort 
seldom makes headlines, but it is the 


real power behind the complicated 
framework of detailed planning. The 
movement from its inception has been 
one of faith coupled with prayer. There 
are more than eight hundred “Christ for 
America” prayer groups throughout the 
nation, and an ultimate goal of ten thou- 
sand such groups indicates the empha- 
sis placed on prayer by the leaders. 

Last April, “Christ for America” in- 
vited leading religious leaders and lay- 
men to a spiritual awakening congress 
in the Moocy Memorial Church, Chi- 
cago, that would have had D. L. Moody 
shouting, “Hallelujah ! Praise the Lord {” 
A dozen outstandirg men cf Cod includ- 
ing Drs. Walter L. Wilson, Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin, Howard Ferrin, Charles E. 
Fuller, Bob Jones, Sr., John E. Zoller, 
Premier Ernest C. Manning of Alberta; 
Canada, and others headlined the pro- 
gram. The mectings were well publi- 
cized and many thousands attended. At 
this time, an enormous program of spir- 
itual awakening rallies in at least two 
hundred cities was projected for the 
balance of 1948, and all of the year. At 
this writing, almost half of the goal has 
already been attained with tremendous 
and effective results. One by-product 
of this congress is the great number of 
committees in cities where these rallies 
have been held that are being formed 
to conserve the spiritual unity which 
they have produced, and, at the .same 
time, to lay foundations for city-wide, 
county-wide, and state-wide campaigns. 

A third secret of successful mass 
evangelism is an integral part of each 
series of meetings promoted by “Christ 
for America.” A great deal of money 
is spent in promoting campaigns in large 
cities — $16,000 in Philadelphia, $10,000 in 
Buffalo, $7,500 in Peoria. At Philadel- 
phia, a million pieces of printed matter 
were circulated—banners placed on 
four hundred trolley cars—two broad- 
casts daily carried the evangelist’s mes- 
sage to untold thousands. It does take 
lots of money to make a city Christ- 
conscious, but no campaign sponsored 
by “Christ for America” has ever suf- 
fered financial distress. In explaining 
this fact, Mr. Dean said: 

“Every attempt is made to raise the 
money in advance or in the-first week, 
through the gifts of believers, so that 
collections are virtually dispensed with. 
We have discovered that when expenses 
are covered in advance, and the subject 
is not mentioned during the meetings, 
criticism is reduced by ninety-nine per 
cent.” 

Today “Christ for America” is incor- 
porated under the laws of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania as a nonprofit 
corporation with ‘a. png board of 
twelve directors, an — international 
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advisory council, including one hundred 
and thirty highly esteemed spiritual 
leaders. 

Another secret of “Christ for Amer- 
ica’s” success in mass evangelism is seen 
in the attitude of the leaders toward 
local pastors. Mr. Dean demonstrates 
this attitude when he says: 

“As we survey the past five years and 
recall our experiences and difficulties, 
we are convinced that the key to a 
mighty nation-wide, and even world- 
wide revival, very largely lies. in the 
hands .of the evangelical pastors of our 
nation and Canada.” 

The greatest hindrance to mighty cam- 
paigns, sometimes to any campaign at 
all, Mr. Dean and his colleagues find in 
the religious machinery of our day. “We 
have been told by modernistically in- 
clined leaders in these associations in 
several places, ‘We are the monitors 
of the spiritual life of this city. We do 
not need your help, nor are we inter- 
ested in this type of evangelism.’ There 
are hundreds of sound pastors in our 
large cities who have sold out their in- 
dependence to regimented machines like 
this. Consequently they are fear‘ul of 
taking an independent stand, or even 
associating themselves with a smaller 
group, to carry on a united evangelistic 
effort to reach the unregenerate multi- 
tudes in their community.” 

To further reinforce this point, Mr. 
Dean adduces: “There are probably 
thirty-five thousand soundly evangelical 
pastors in America today. If these men 
of God were really awakened by the 
Holy Spirit and became leaders in their 
own churches and communities, the 
nation :-would feel the impact of this 
awakened ministry within a month.” 

And what about results? “Christ for 
America” cannot today point to statistics 
such as were released a quarter of a 
century after Billy Sunday’s Trenton 
campaign — it may be possible to do so 
in 1967, when the first city-wide cam- 
paign will be twenty-five years old. 

It must be remembered that in Billy 
Sunday’s day almost one hundred per 
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cent of the Protestant churches co-oper- 
ated in his camipaigns. ~The issue c* 
Liberalism versus Fundamentalism had 
not yet civiced the churches. Today 
there are many other issues dividing 
even the ranks of believers. However, 
there are abundant testimonies that God 
is using this movement. The following 
words of commendation were selected at 
random from the hundreds available. 

“Personally, and on behalf of hundreds 
of other Christian friends, I want: to 
express appreciation to your associ- 
ation in the crusade, making it pos- 
sible for this part of the continent to 
be included and identified with the 
National Spiritual Awakening Move- 
ment. There were evidences of Gcd’s 
blessing at each of the services, and one 
thing greatly appreciated was the fact 
that the Zoller-Stockwell Team carrizd 
the message of spiritual awakening out 
to a number of smaller centers that are 
ordinarily passed by. Well over a thou- 
sand decisions were made, w:th many 
coming to know .the Lord, and a larse 
number of family altars established in 
the recent campaign here.’”—The Hon. 
Ernest C. Manning, Premier of the Prov- 
ince of Alberta, Canada. 

“Thank God for your coming to Fort 
Wayne. Six hundred and thirty-eight 
persons confessed Christ in our ccm- 
paign. We had over two hundred prayer 
meetings which is the secret of our 
blessing. The children’s work was 
greatly blessed with over a thousand 
present at several meetings. Crowds of 
nearly three thousand attended. Noth- 
ing like it has happened in Fort. Wayne 
for many years.”—Dr. Homer R. Geitle, 
general chairman of the “Christ for Fort 
Wayne” campaign. 

“The recent rallies in West Virginia 
have aroused our people in this area. 
The radio announcer on our station here 
in near-by Clarksburg and his wie were 
recently saved, resulting in a bright, new 
testimony to Christ in this region.”— 
The Rev. J. Pyrl Sessions, Fairmont, 
W. Va. 


CHIcaco. 


XIl. Characteristics of Men in the Last Days 


, The increase of arrogant boasting, utter selfishness, and unprecedented cruelty 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D_D. 


We have just lived through a great world war which has given alarming 
evidence of the accuracy of Paul’s inspired prophecies concerning the 


last days. 


from the Nuremberg trials in Germany. 


Dr. Wilbur Smith illustrates this effectively with quotations 


This is the second part of 


his exposition of 2 Timothy 3, which will be continued in next week’s 
issue, 


N THE preceding treatment of the 
first half of 2 Timothy 3, I analyzed 
the first phrase which the apostle uses, 
“men shall be lovers of self.” Since 
writing this, the Atlantic Monthly for 
January, 1949, has appeared; in which 


is a significant article, “Epilogue on My 
Host, the World,” by George Santayana, 
called by the editors of the Atlantic 
Monthly “the most eminent philoso- 
pher in the English speaking world.” 
Santayana is a pagan. He never has in 
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any way given any support to the Chris- 
tian faith. He is brilliant; he has a 
style amazing for its incisiveness and 
clarity; and, of course, he is a profound 
thinker. Now at the close of his long 
life, he says something that fits in ex- 
actly with Paul’s description. He is 
talking about the possibility of world 
revolution, against any domination “es- 
tablished in willful indifference to the 
true good of man and to his possibil- 
ities. . . . The blind in extirpating the 
mad may plant a new madness.” He 
then continues: “That this is the pres- 
ent state of the world everyone can see 
by looking about him, or reading the 
newspapers; but I think that the ele- 
ments in this crisis have been working 
in the body politic for ages. . . . For, 
the virulent cause of this long fever is- 
subjectivism, egotism, conceit of mind. 
Barbarianism has adopted the weapons 
of flattery and prophecy.” 


Four Descriptions of Human Conduct 


I return now to a brief consideration 
of some of the remaining phrases in 
Paul’s remarkable prophecy. Let us 
have three of the verses before us: “For 
men shall be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, haughty, railers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, implacable, 
slanderers, without. self-control, fierce, 
no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, 
puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:2-4, R.V.). 
There are four words that describe the 
attitude of men toward each other, or, 
more accurately, the attitude of rulers 
to those who serve them. The words 
are “boastful,” “haughty,” “without natu- 
ral affection,” “puffed up.” The first 
two words of this list are closely related, 
the second being the consequence of the 
character depicted in the first word. The 
word here translated “boastful” is the 
Greek word alazon, which is derived from 
ale, meaning “a wandering about,” and 
designated first the vagabond mounte- 
banks, conjurers, quacksalvers, or ex- 
orcists (Acts 19:13). Trench says, 
“Aristotle sees in him not merely one 
making unseemly display of things 
which he actually possesses, but vaunt- 
ing himself in those which he does not 
possess.” 

The literature of the last forty years 
has given us probably the most amaz- 
ing mass of egotistical utterances that 
have ever been spoken or written on 
this earth by national leaders since the 
dawn of the human race. Nietzsche 
himself was the incarnation of this ten- 
dency of the last days. The very titles. 
of his books glorify this boastful atti- 
tude, especially “Superman,” and all this 
connotes. Out of this came the strutting 
arrogancy of Prussianism, and all the 
vile fruits of this in the last two world 
wars. Speaking in Vienna in 1938, Hitler 
shouted to a vast, adoring multitude, 
“I have proved by my life that I am 
More competent than the dwarfs, my 
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predecessors, who brought this country 
to destruction.” Mussolini boldly de- 
clares, “I am superman, incarnate, even 
as Napoleon, of whom I secretly believe 
I am the incarnation, was the heaven- 
sent messenger; I, because like Napo- 
leon, am lawgiver as well as war lord. 
I'am the State.” (Benito Mussolini, “My 
Autobiography,” English translation, 
London, 1936.) 

The word “haughty” means, as Thayer 
says, “showing one’s self above others, 
overtopping, conspicuous above others, 
and especially in a bad sense, with an 
overweening estimate of one’s means or 
merits, despising others or even treat- 
ing them with contempt.” The keen 
understanding Trench reveals is worth 
quoting, even though it is somewhat 
extended: “This habitual boasting of 
our own will hardly fail to be accom- 
panied with a contempt for that of 
others. If it did not find, it would rap- 
idly generate, such a tendency. ...A 
man can show himself alazon only when 
in company with his fellowmen; but the 
proper seat of huperephania is within. 
He that is sick of this sin compares him- 
self, it may be secretly or openly, with 
others, and lifts himself above others, 
in honor preferring himself. His arro- 
gance, his claiming to himself of honor 
and observance; his indignation, and, it 
may. be, his cruelty and revenge, if these 
are withheld, are only the outcomings 
of this false estimate of himself. This 
lifting up of his heart may be not merely 
against man, but against God; he may 
assail the very prerogatives of Deity 
itself. Theophylact calls this sin the 
acropolis of evil: nor need we wonder 
to be thrice reminded, that God ‘resist- 
eth the proud’ (Jas. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5; Prov. 
3:34); sets Himself in battle array 
against them, as fhey against Him.” The 
whole philosophy of anti-Semitism is in- 
volved in this word. 


The Break-Down of Family Ties 

In the middle of our list is another 
word directly bearing on the love-life 
of unregenerated mankind at the end of 
our age, though the root phileo does not 
appear in it. It is the word astorgos, 
composed of the word storge, meaning 
“love of kindred,” prefixed by the priva- 
tive a, and thus meaning, as it is gen- 
erally translated, “without natural af- 
fection.” Reynolds says: “This word is 
not used in good writers for sensual or 
sexual passion. The absence of natural 
affection is a revolting accompaniment 
of some forms of heathenism. Infanti- 
cide, and the exposure of parents, and 
many of the customs of the most enlight- 
ened nations of the ancient world, might 
and.would approve it.” This horrible 
perversion of human nature will be dis- 
covered both in great leaders of the 
last days, and in the general moral con- 
duct of mankind en masse. 

Dr. Herman Rauschning, for many 
years president of the Danzig Senate, 
once.a coworker with Hitler in the early 
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days of the German National Socialist 
revolution, in his book, “The Revolution 
of Nihilism,” has a paragraph which per- 
fectly illustrates what Paul means by 
“without natural affection.”” “National 
Socialism has misused nationalist feel- 
ing to suppress Socialist ideas... . No- 
where is its destructiveness more im- 
pressive than in family life. It is loud 
in the praise of prolific procreation, but 
its whole system is destructive of fam- 
ily life... . The sowing of dissension 
within the family, the alienation of the 
young from the old, the breaking up of 
family life through excessive claims on 
the young, ‘in the service of the idea,’ 
is surrendering the youth of the nation 
to .elements which on a_ continually 
growing scale are trampling on the last 
vestiges of traditional moral training.” 


Untamed Human Nature 

There is another group of three words 
in this list which seems to bring together 
the underlying tone of brutality, merci- 
lessness. These are the words “implaca- 
ble,” “without self-control,” and “fierce.” 
Perhaps we should add to this the word 
“slanderers.” I would like to dwell on 
only one of these —the word translated 
here “fierce,” pregnant with deepest 
meaning.. The word is anemeros, often 
translated “savage,” and, like many of 
the other words of our list, occurring 
only here in the New Testament. The 
word is made up of emeros, with the a 
privative. Emeros means “tamed”; when 
it is used in connection with plants, it 
means “cultivated”; when it is used in 
reference to animals, it means “tamed,” 
or “reclaimed”; when it is used in speak- 
ing of men, it means “civilized,” “gen- 
tle.” Anemeros, then means “uncivil- 
ized,” “wild,” “fierce,” “savage.” What 
an accurate description of men of our 
day ! 

Dr. Willard L. Sperry, Dean of and 
Professor of Practical Theology in Har- 
vard Divinity School since 1922, has re- 
cently said it is his conviction “that the 
most sinister portent of our time is the 
renaissance of cruelty... . The deliber- 
ate, wholesale sanction of cruelty, which 
is gaining headway everywhere, is one 
of the reasons why this so-called period 
of peace is morally plague-ridden.” 
Clausewitz, founder of modern military 
science, asserted that, “should barbarity 
again be thought advantageous, it should 
be resorted to without compunction, 
with the murder of civilians and the 
burning of churches.” 


( To be continued) 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Class Projects for Juniors 
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Keeping Junior boys and girls active— and interested 


_— true success of a Sunday school 
may be judged by the number of 
young people it holds. If attendance 
wanes in the Junior Department, drops 
still further in the Intermediate Depart- 
ment, and dwindles out in the Senior De- 
partment, there is something vitally 
wrong in that Sunday school. Very often 
special class projects and activities are a 
help, from the Junior ages and up, in 
keeping these young folks interested. . It 
means extra work for the teacher, of 
course, but she may never know the actual 
worth of the additional effort until she 
stands before the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

It is necessary that the Sunday school 
class for Junior ages and up be more 
than a “come and listen to Teacher on 
Sunday morning” proposition. They 
need the opportunity to do things them- 
selves. This is the reason we find boys 
and girls forming and joining clubs at 
this time. They need activity and the 
opportunity to learn by doing. - 

Every teacher of Junior girls should 
plan to have one monthly meeting where 
the girls are in charge and really doing 
important things. These must be worth 
while activities, not just “anything to 
do.” When the activities are poorly 
planned. and value is sacrificed for 
amusement, the success of the meetings 
will be almost imperceptible. “But 
what shall they do?” you cry. Here are 
a few suggestions for Junior Depart- 
ment workers that have been tested and 
found to work, 

During the months of October, Novem- 
ber, and December let the girls make 
things for a needy family’s (or families’) 
Christmas tree. You can surely find one 
or more in your community. If there 
are babies, it is very easy to make plain 
flannel baby clothes which the girls can 
embroider very attractively. Pot holders, 
dish towels, aprons, stuffed toys, and a 
variety of useful articles can be easily 
made by Junior girls. They usually love 
to sew at this age, and at these meet- 
ings they will make things for others, 
improve their own skill, and get ideas 
for things to do in their own spare time. 
The girls might take a special offering 
at each meeting, the Sunday school 
treasury might help a little financially, 
or members of the church might donate 
the materials needed for these projects. 
It should not be necessary for this pro- 
gram to be an extra burden on any one 
person. 

Impressing upon children and young 
folks the importance of ministering to 
the needs of others in the name of 
Christ is a most worth-while project. If 
the time in these weekday class meet- 
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ings is used only for the interest and 
needs of others the girls will begin to 
grasp and enjoy this part of Christian 
service. Let them accompany you on 
visits to needy homes when gifts are 
distributed. The actual contacts with 
the conditions under which some unfor- 
tunates must live will be a lesson more 
lasting than any description you can 
give, and will call forth their compas- 
sion and desire to help. 

The girls may use their spare time 
at home to make things for them- 
selves. Activities for one or two months 
might involve a near-by hospital, a chil- 
dren’s home, or just neighborhood shut- 


ins. One meeting, then, could be used” 


for talking about and planning things 
to do when visiting these folks, prac- 
ticing songs to sing for them, and mak- 
ing little Scripture verse plaques to give 
to some of the folks they visit. If you 
can, get some of the adults in the church 
who have cars to take the group to a 
hospital or orphanage. If this is not 
possible, just choose two or three elderly 
shut-ins’and pay them a visit. The girls 
will love the trip .as well as the service 
they render. 


You may help not only your own class, 
but the rest of the Sunday school also 
in some of your meetings. Making 
equipment for the Beginners Depart- 
ment is something appropriate for Junior 
girls. Usually the teachers of the Be- 
ginners Department have not nearly 
enough equipment, and often have not 
the time to make much themselves. Why 
not let your girls stock up the files or 
cupboards for this room? From any 
old magazines cut all the pictures that 
might be usable. Explain to the girls 
the requirements for pictures for pre- 
school children. Teach them how to 
mount the pictures substantially and at- 
tractively, and then file them under ap- 
propriate headings— Bible scenes, chil- 
dren at play, children at work, home 
scenes, church scenes, school scenes, 
nature scenes, and the like. 


Making box scenes of Bible stories is 
a project Juniors always love. Using 
pipe cleaner, clay, crepe paper, con- 
struction paper, and scraps of cloth, 
miniature scenes can be constructed in 
cardboard cartons. Such scenes as Zac- 
cheeus in the tree, Paul being let down 
over the wall in a basket, Joseph being 
thrown into the pit by his brothers, Da- 
vid slaying Goliath, and many, many 
other stories can be easily constructed. 


Secure a list of the lessons in that de- - 


partment, and make the scenes that are 
appropriate. The wee folks will re- 
member their lessons much longer with 
a scene made by the Junior girls as-the 
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center for their dey’s lesson. Figures 
for sand boxes ani flannelboards can 
be made by the Junior girls at some 
of your meetings. 

It is not necessary that the activities 
for Junior girls be difficult, elaborate, 
or expensive. Look around for things 
that need to be done for others, and use 
your ingenuity in adapting them to the 
needs of your Junior girls. 

Farmincton, N. H. 


Journeying With the 
1949 Christian Fellowship Party 


AINIER National Park, in the State of 

Washington, covers more than 37. 
square miles of mountain grandeur. 
‘Towering above all this is Mt. Rainier 
itself, a volcanic peak, perpetually ice 
clad, reaching to 14,408 feet above sea 
level, one of the highest mountains 
within the bounds of continental United 
States. It is an inspiring sight from dis- 
tant Seattle to see Mt. Rainier rising 
above the landscape like a gigantic dip- 
per of ice cream. But it is infinitely 
more thrilling to stand high on one of 
its shoulders, 5,500 feet above sea level, 
amid acres of alpine flowers, and look 
across the evergreen carpeted valley, to 
the glittering mass of what the American 
Indians used to call “the mountain that 
was God.” 

Here on this shoulder on the south 
side of Mt. Rainier is Paradise Inn, where 
first-class rooms and delicious meals in- 
sure comfort and enjoyment.  Magnifi- 
cent views of Mt. Rainier and the »sur- 
rounding ranges can be seen from :the 
plaza, just outside the Inn door, and easy 
trails lead to many other breath-taking 
viewpoints, including the great Nisqually 
Glacier. 

The 1949 Sunday School Times Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour party will journey 
to Mt. Rainier from Seattle in- com- 
fortable, modern, sight-seeing motor 
coaches, past shipyards and farms and 
orchards, and then through the giant 
evergreens of Rainier National Park to 
Paradise Inn. They will spend more 
than twenty-four hours in this scenic 
wonderland, before boarding the steamer 
for Victoria and Vancouver, ’B. C., and 
then for a six-day cruise through. the 
inside passage along the shores and amid 
the fiords of British Columbia, going as 
far north as Ketchikan, Alaska. Two 
and one-half days will be spent in the 
Yellowstone National Park on the west- 
bound trip, and two days in Glacier 
National Park on the homeward journey. 

The Associate Editor of THe Sunpay 
‘Scnoot Trmes, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr. 
who has accompanied a number of 
earlier Christian Fellowship parties, will 
be with the 1949 group. You may have 
detailed information, and a descriptive 
itinerary folder, by addressing Mr, John 
W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, The Sun- 
day School Times, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 13. JESUS FACES OPPOSITION 
Mark 2:1 to 3:6; printed text, 2:3-8, 16, 17; 3:1-6 
Golden Text.—Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.—Rom. 12:21 


Kinc James VERSION 

Mark 2:3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the 
palsy, which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and rea- 
soning in their hearts, 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive 
sins but God only? 

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they 
so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason 
ye these things in your hearts? 

1¢ And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with pub- 
licans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that 
he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? 

17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are 


whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Chap. 3:1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there 
was a man there which had a withered hand. 

2 And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the 
sabbath day; that they might accuse him. 

3 And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, 
Stand forth. p 

4 And he saith ‘unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the 
sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or. to kill? But they 
held their peace. 

5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, 
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the 
man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his 
hand was restored whole as the other. ‘ 

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel 
with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 

righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HEN our Lord Jesus was here 

W on earth, for the most part, 

.¥ “the common people heard him 
gladly” (Mark 12:37). His words of 
comfort and acts of grace brought con- 
solation to their weary hearts and bur- 
dened souls. But from the very begin- 
ning opposition developed on the part 
of the leaders. of the nation, both civil 
and religious. These realized that the 
teaching of Jesus was the direct con- 
trast to their hypocritical, legalistic pre- 
tensions, -and they feared His influence 
over the masses, lest their own authority 
should be flouted and they themselves 
be set to one side by those who had 
been trained to look up to them for 
guidance and instruction. 

Jesus rebuked them sharply, exposing 
their dissimulation and denouncing their 
tyranny over the consciences of the peo- 
ple, who were, to a large extent, igno- 
rant of the Scriptures and of the multi- 
tudinous laws which had been added by 
the rabbis to Jehovah’s precepis. Thus 
they were dependent upon the doctors 
of the law and the scribes for -their 
instruction. These sat in Moses’ seat 
(Matt. 23:2), and in the synagogues 
were” the accepted teachers, although 
their lives were often at variance with 
their teaching. f 

Jesus came, full of grace and truth, 
opening up spiritual realities in a way 
mo one had ever done before, and 


thereby He incurred the wrathful jeal- 
ousy of the leaders in Israel, who should 
have been the first to welcome Him as 
one come to reveal the mind of God to 
them. But the natural heart is ever 


opposed to divine truth, and so Jesus 
soon became the object of the scorn 
and hatred of those who were de- 
termined not to acknowledge Him 
either as Israel’s Messiah or the Son of 
God sent by the Father to redeem man- 
kind. To these legalists the traditions 
that had grown up around the law of 
the Sabbath were far more important 
than ministering to needy souls and re- 
lieving distressed bodies. 


The Historical Setting 


The two incidents that come before us 
in this lesson took place in the city of 
Capernaum, probably about’ a month 
apart, in the spring of A.D, 28. During 
the intervening period Jesus ministered 
in several other Galilean cities, return- 
ing to Capernaum after about a month’s 
itinerant preaching and healing. 

Verse by Verse 

Mark 2:3.—“Borne of four.” This. was 
a fine illustration of unity in seeking 
to help a friend in need. The poor para- 
lytic could not go to Jesus himself be- 
cause of his utterly helpless condition, 
so his four friends arranged to carry 
him on his bed, or pallet, to the wonder- 
working healer, who, they felt sure, 
would exert His power on their needy 
friend’s behalf. 

Verse 4—“They uncovered the roof... 
and ... let down the bed wherein the 
sick of the palsy lay.” This was faith 
in action. Undeterred by the fact that 
the crowd about the door seemed to. 
bar the way to Jesus, they ‘went up 
onto the flat roof of the house, removed 
some of the tiles, and let the sick man 
down by cords through the opening, 
so that he lay at the feet of Jesus, 
who was preaching to the throng. 

Verse 5.—“Jesus saw their faith.” That 


is, He discerned the faith of the para- 
lytic himself and of his four friends who 
had brought him to the house where 
Jesus was.’ And recognizing the deep, 
inner need of the sick man for some- 
thing far more important than physical 
healing, He said unto him, “Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.” It was a startling 
declaration and helped to kindle the 
growing resentment that was smoldering 
already in the hearts of the scribes, who 
were intent on finding some cause of 
complaint against Jesus. 

Verses 6, 7.—‘“Reasoning. in their 
hearts.” From the standpoint of the 
scribes, the words of Jesus were utterly 
blasphemous, and they were right if He 
were not God incarnate, who could speak 
with divine authority. 


Verse 8.—“Jesus perceived tn his spirit 
that they so reasoned.” Their inmost 
thoughts were plain to Him and He un- 
dertook to answer them even though no 
audible words had been spoken. « He 
authenticated His title to forgive sin by 
healing the impotent man and sending 
him away carrying his own bed.. But 
all this only added to the bitter opposi- 
tion of the scribes, 

Verse 16.—“How is it that he eateth 
and drinketh with publicans and. sin- 
ners?” Fur.aer indignation - against 
Jesus developed when these haughty, 
self-righteous leaders saw Jesus and His 
disciples eating with publicans and ‘sin- 
ners, whom they considered were unfit 
for the association of respectable people. 

Verse 17.—“They that are whole have 
no need of the physician.” It is-sick 
people who need a doctor, and sinners 
who need a Saviour. Jesus “came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance.” He came to manifest the 
grace of God toward the guilty and un- 
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deserving. This the legalist cannot un- 
derstand or condone. 

Chap. 3:1—“A man there which had 
a withered hand.” Another case of need 
now claims our attention: a man whose 
hand had become useless through some 
kind of paralysis. He was attending a 
synagogue service when Jesus was 
preaching, and immediately he attracted 
the attention both of our Lord and His 
enemies, who were ever on the lookout 
for anything that gave them apparent 
cause to accuse Him of violating the 
Law. ’ 

Verse 2.—“They watched him, whether 
he would heal on the sabbath day.” The 
plight of the injured man did not move 
their hearts to compassion. They were 
concerned lest some of the traditions 
connected with the law of the Sabbath 
might be violated. 

Verse 3.—“He saith unto the man... 
Stand forth.” There was no effort on 
the part of Jesus to conceal what He 
was about to do. He bade the man 
stand up that all might see him and 
understand his need of healing. 


Verse 4—“Is it lawful to do good on 
the sabbath days, or to do evil?” The 
question was so put that none could 
evade it. To refuse to help the man, 
if help were possible, was to do evil. 
Which did they consider right — “to save 
life, or to kill” on the sacred Sabbath 
Day? No one dared attempt to answer 
Him — but all waited expectantly to see 
what He would do next. 

Verse 5.—“He . . . looked round about 
on them with anger.” He was indignant 
at the hypocrisy of the scribes and Phari- 
sees. Turning from them, He commanded 
the man. to stretch forth his hand— 
something he was powerless to do in his 
former condition, but the word of Christ 
was with power. He enabled the man 
to do what He commanded. Immediately 
the hand was healed. 

Verse 6—‘The Pharisees went forth, 
and straightway took counsel with the 
Herodians . . . how they might destroy 
him.” Religious bigotry makes queer 
bedfellows. Ordinarily, these two groups 
were bitter enemies. But they could 
act together in their hatred of Jesus and 
in endeavoring to devise means to de- 
stroy Him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The natural man does not understand 
divine grace, and “becomes incensed 
against its manifestation because it is 
the condemnation of self-righteousness 
and that legality which ever appeals to 
the hearts of those who seek to justify 
themselves before God by their own 
fancied merits, and so look askance upon 
all who differ with them as to this. It 
was so with the scribes and Pharisees 
of old. It is so with all legalists still. 
In Jesus we see grace and truth fully 
manifested. But it is only repentant 
sinners who can appreciate this. Those 
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Last Week's Lessen 
6. February 6.—Jesus’ Early Teaching 
and Healing. 
Mark 1:14,. 15, 21-45; Luke 4:16-30 
Next Week’s Lesson 
8 February 20.—Jesus Chooses the 
Twelve. Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 
1:16-20; 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16 








who pride themselves on their own 
fancied morality and fitness for God as 
they are will always be the bitter ene- 
mies of grace manifested toward con- 
fessed sinners. 


Lesson Outline 

. Fellowship in service (Mark 2:3) 
The activity of faith (v. 4) 

. Grace manifested (v. 5) 

The legalist’s objection (vs, 6, 16) 
Jesus, the friend of sinners (v, 17) 
. Legality tested (chap. 3: 1-4) 

. Grace again triumphant (v. 5) 

. Opposition develops (v. 6) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Sickness in Israel was one great mani- 
festation of the corrupt conditions of 
the nation. God had promised that if 
they kept His commandments and 
obeyed His Word, they would be kept 
from sickness, which is but one of the 
sad results of sin, for had the Fall never 
taken place, the body would never have 
been affected by illness. Everywhere 
that Jesus went He saw these terrible 
testimonies to the low state of the peo- 
ple, and because He came to save He 
healed as a testimony to the grace of 
God now being made known. 


OCNMNP we 


Summaries and Applications 

He who thinks he can save himself 
has never realized his true condition in 
the sight of God. 

The self-righteous hate the grace of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT were the chief topics of contro- 
versy between the leaders of the Jews 
and Jesus? 

2. How many of these come within the 
portion of Scripture for today’s lesson? 

3. In what manner did our Lord (a) claim 
the prerogative, (b) substantiate the pre- 
rogative, of forgiving sins? 

4. What is the basis of Christ’s authority 
to forgive sins? 

5. How can we urge Christians to avoid 
evil companions in the face of our Lord’s 
habit of mixing freely with people of low 
character? 

6. Does verse 17 imply that the Pharisees 
were not sinners? 

7. Did Jesus ever dine with Pharisees? 

8. What sort of works did our Lord prac- 
tice or defend on the Sabbath? 

9. How did the incident in Mark 3:1-6 dif- 
fer from most of our Lord’s Sabbath works? 

10. What was noticeable about the confer- 
ence in 3:6? 


(Answers on page 97) 
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God because it reveals their own 


wretched condition. 

None are so blind as those who fancy 
they themselves are righteous and there- 
fore have title to condemn others. 

Jesus came to save — not just to ameli- 
orate man’s sad condition. Therefore 


‘He sought out the lost and the needy 


that He might make known the grace of 
God to them. 

The Pharisees were sound in doctrine 
basically, but had added many human 
traditions to the Word of God, thus de- 
stroying its effectiveness. 

The very holiness of Jesus was an of- 
fense to the legalists in Israel, for it 
made their best efforts appear utterly 
valueless. 

So long as one justifies himself, God 
can only condemn him. When a sinner 
condemns himself, God is ready to jus- 
tify him through faith in the Saviour 
He has provided. 

Winona Lake, Inn. 


+4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, who sent Thy Son not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance, 
we come to Thee confessing our sins, 
and seeking Thy pardoning mercy. Free 
us, Lord, from both the guilt and the 
power of our sin, and cause us. to live 
as sons and daughters of God in all right- 
eousness and goodness, and with Christ- 
like love and sympathy. Send to all 
who have fallen, all who are far astray, 
some messenger of Thine to point them 
to their Saviour. Show ‘mercy. to the 
sick, help the poor and unwanted, and 
support those who are burdened with 
sorrow and care. To those who govern 
us give honest motives, humble spirits, 
and wise judgment. Give Thy light to 
those who teach the youth of our land, 
and let reverence and faith dwell more 
and more in the homes of our people, 
Revive Thy church, O Lord, and spread 
Thy Gospel to all who have never heard 
it. Help us each to find the place in 
Thy service that Thou hast planned for 
us. Speak to our heart-need by Thy 
Word just now, and grant our prayers 
for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Did you ever know 
someone whe had been in jail and was 
anxious to live down his past? A man 
who had served a prison term for theft 
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WHICH MARKS ME? 














decided he would go straight. Thinking 
he would find help among Christians, he 
began to attend a church, but was 
plainly shown that he was unwelcome 
there. The people wanted nothing to 
do with a man just out of jail. They were 
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like those people in today’s lesson who 
complained about Christ’s eating with 
sinners, people who needed to know that 
Christ came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. 

Happily, this man did. not let the re- 
buff he received turn him aside. He 
went to a mission, where he found a 


welcome and found the Saviour, too.. 


Later he joined a church where a one- 
time thief was not scorned. Times were 
hard and he could get no work, so the 
pastor helped him until at last things 
improved and he could support himself, 
Some time later that man called on his 
pastor, paid back all the money that had 
been advanced to him, and announced 
that he had put everything else straight, 
too. That grand comeback was the re- 
sult of Christ’s work in saving that man. 
But in doing it, the Saviour used Chris- 
tians who believed repentant sinners 
should be helped, not scorned, Never look 
down on anyone who has gone astray. 
Ask Christ to fill you with love for the 
lost so that instead of spurning them 
you will do what you can to lift up the 
fallen and tell them of Jesus, the mighty 
to save. 


Vancouver, B. C., CaN, 
pS 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


HERE was a large, well-organized, 

and exceedingly active Opposition 
Party in the days cf the Lord’s minis- 
try on earth. The group opposed to the 
Son of man were influential Pharisees 
and doctors of the Law “out of every 
town of Galilee, and Judza, and Jeru- 
salem” (Luke 5:17). 

A scribe in the days of Jesus was 
one who made it his profession to study 
the Law and teach his fellows its re- 
quirements. “This study,” says Dr. 
Thomas M. Lindsay, “required a man’s 
whole time, and the scribes had become 
a special learned class, which charged 


itself with the care of the Law, as the | 


priests and Levites took charge of the 
Temple services. . . . Their political im- 
portance was great, for it was their in- 
structions which enveloped the whole 
Jewish life from the cradle to the grave 
in the precepts of the Law, and pre- 
vented the nation from amalgamating 
with the Gentiles. . . . They fulfilled the 
Mosaic Law by multiplying its precepts, 
and intensifying its minute ceremonial 
observances, and therefore were instinc- 
tively opposed to a Teacher whose aim 
was to enforce the moral ideas which 
lay beneath the Mosaic code.” 

Lord Stanley said, “When I first came 
into Parliament, Mr. Tierney, a great 
Whig authority, used always to say that 
the duty of an Opposition was very sim- 
ple—it was to oppose everything and 
propose nothing.” To oppose everything 
said and done by the Lord Jesus seemed 
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to be the self-imposed (or shall we say 
Devil-imposed) duty of the scribes and 
Pharisees ! 

“Why doth this man thus speak blas- 
phemies?” (Mark 2:7.)—They had wit- 
nessed a most unusual sight —a man af- 
flicted with palsy lowered on a cot 
through an opening in a roof, into the 
presence of the Lord Jesus! And they 
had heard the words, “Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee.” They found no fault with 
the unconventional manner in which the 
four friends handled the paralytic. They 
did not criticize the men for tearing up 
a portion of the roof of a man’s house; 
not a word escaped their lips about.the 
dust and dirt caused by the action on 
the roof; and there was no reproof 
sounded for disturbing a religious meet- 
ing (the Lord was preaching the Word 
to the crowd — v. 2), but, oh, what a wail 
over the words: “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee”! They were right about its be- 
ing God only who forgiveth sins (Psa. 
103:3; Isa. 44:22), but they were wrong 
about their charge of blasphemy, for the 
Lord Jesus was God manifest in the 
flesh. 

When He demonstrated that it was as 
easy for Him to heal the man as to 
forgive him, they did not withdraw the 
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charge. But whether He is believed or 
opposed, the Son of man: hath power 
(the authority and the ability) to ‘for- 
give sins. “Whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins” (Acts 
10:43). ¥ 

“How do we respond when we are 
opposed? The author of the famous 
tract, ‘Come to Jesus,’ at one time en- 
gaged in a theological dispute. He at 
last sat down and wrote to a publica- 
tion of his opponent an answer, bristling 
with sarcasm and invective, sharp and 
cutting as a razor. Reading it to a friend, 
he asked, ‘What do you think of it?’ 
‘It is a masterpiece of invective!’ was 
the reply. ‘You fairly flay him alive. 
What have you decided to call it?’ ‘I 
have not thought of a title. Can you 
suggest one?’ ‘Well,’ came the response, 
‘how would it do to call it, “Go to the 
Devil,” by the author of “Come to 
Jesus”?’” (The King’s Business.) 

“How is it that he eateth and drinketh 
with publicans and sinners?” (Mark 2: 
16.)—Levi, or Matthew, as he calls him- 
self, was a converted publican, or tax- 
gatherer. He made a feast for the Lord 
and invited many of his own set to it. 
The scribes and Pharisees should have 
rejoiced in the great change that had 
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come over Levi, and should have ex- 
pressed a hope that many other publi- 
cans would experience a similar change, 
now that they were in the presence of 
the Lord. Instead, they found fault with 
the Lord for eating with such characters. 
The Lord’s declaration of His mission, 
“I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance,” temporarily 
silenced them. 

“See,” said an evangelist to a penitent 
who was slow in taking comfort, “see 
how even a publican was justified when 
he cried for mercy!” “Ah,” said the 
other, “but I have been a greater sinner 
than a publican; I have been a Phari- 
see!” “Well,” was the answer, “since 
God was so glad to hear a publican say, 
‘God be merciful to me a sinner,’ how 
glad would He be to hear a Pharisee say 
so!” (And ke might have reminded 
him that Saul of Tarsus had been a 
Pharisee of the Pharisees.) God used 
these words to bring comfort, light, and 
salvation to the man’s heart, 

“And the Pharisees . . . took counsel 
... how they might destroy him” (Mark 
3:6).—What had the Lord done to war- 
rant being killed? He healed a man who 
had a withered hand — but He did it on 
a Sabbath day! That was a mortal crime 
in the estimation of the Opposition. But 
He who was Lord of the Sabbath re- 
vealed that it was permissible to do good 
on the Sabbath. They resented the 
working of a miracle on the Sabbath, 
but countenanced the plotting of a mur- 
der on that day. Such is Phariseeism ! 

A father scolded his little daughter 
until she wept because, in trying to 
help her mother, she fell and broke a 
platter. Soon he told his wife to hurry 
with the dinner, because he had been “a 
little careless” and had broken his plow, 
and must hasten to have it mended. His 
carelessness in breaking the plow was 
more costly than his child’s, in breaking 
the dish, but he excused himself, and 
rebuked her! 

Wawona, Catir, 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the poor fellow with 
the withered hand who was standing 
in the synagogue is a type of a great 
throng of people today — even some peo- 
ple who call themselves.Christians. A 
man may have two good, strong hands, 
and yet so far as being of any value to 
God or humanity both of them might 
as well be hanging at his side as limp 
and lifeless as those of that one with 
the withered hand who in some way had 
found his way to the synagogue. His 
hands are the buried one talent in the 
parable of Matthew 25:24-30, told by 
our Lord. 
A great columnist a few years ago 
said: “The greatest loss to the human 
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race and to the march of human prog- 
ress in the past quarter century, greater 
than all the other catastrophes combined, 
has been in the ‘buried talent’ of God’s 
people — not only the ‘one talent’ but 
the two and the five—a vast multitude 
of nominal Christians in disuse, regis- 
tering zero in the vital service they 
might have been effectively doing. This 
is not taking into account the positively 
bad who have given themselves over 
to evil, but the millions of negatively 
good —respectable citizens, but of no 
force in the kingdom of God.” 

That’s an awful indictment. Take a 
look at your hand and ask it the frank 
question: “Are you withered?” It was 
the right hand of the man in the syn- 
agogue (see Luke 6:6); that is the hand 
you use most, unless you are a south- 
paw. What would your hand answer? 
Start back at the time when your pas- 
tor clasped it in his own and warmly 
welcomed you into the Christian fellow- 
ship of the church. Has it been doing 
some devoted service to your Lord, or 
did you just forget that you had dedi- 
cated it to Him? 

The man with the withered hand was 
in the synagogue, too. Why he was there 
the record does not say, but he was 
there; and that was how he came under 
the healing power of the Lord. Fortu- 
nate it was for him that he was at church 
service that morning! Which circum- 
stance has in it a very valuable sugges- 
tion. If something tells you that as a 
Christian you have drifted into disuse, 
it is very likely you have left off your 
Bible reading, or your prayers, or have 
not been going to church recently — or 
possibly all three of these soul-nourish- 
ing practices have been omitted. You 
have become spiritually anemic. No 
wonder you are getting a withered hand. 
Get back to your nourishment. Open 
your Bible again and ask the Holy Spirit 
to feed you with His Word. 

As I spent three days at a boys’ col- 
lege some time ago, thirty young fellows 
came for advice, one at a time; they had 
spiritual problems and freely told me 
their troubles. In every case, without 
exception, they admitted they had left 
off their Bible reading and their prayers. 
It was not difficult to show them the way 
back to the peace of mind they had lost, 
But the synagogue man: he was at 
church, and there he met the Lord who 
miraculously enabled him to “stretch 
forth” his withered hand. It is an ex- 
cellent thing to go to church and to go 
regularly, whether you feel like it or 
not, whether you like the preacher or 
not. The Lord has a very special way 
of meeting His people at church. Go 
with a prayer that yo will meet the 
Lord there, and you will not come away 
without a blessing—maybe a _ great 
blessing. He bestows that kind upon 
those who seek Him. And most likely 
you will come away with a new joy.in 
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your heart, because that withered hand 
has been restored—as only He can re- 
store ! 

Fontana Dam, N, C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Facinc OPPosITION 
SSIGNMENT—Read Mark 2 and find 
the complaints which the scribes 
and Pharisees made about Jesus. Find 
out how He responded each time. 

Esther played for the Sunday school. 
One day someone said: “I don’t care 
for Esther’s playing. It is too jazzy.” 
When Esther heard that, she said: “I’m 
not going to play for Sunday school any 
more. I think I'll just stay away.” What 
was the matter? (The fact that some- 
one criticized her was more important 
to her than serving the Lord. She 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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grieved her Saviour and stumbled His 
lambs because her feelings were hurt. 
What should Esther have done? 

The Lord Jesus Christ was more criti- 
cized than anyone else who ever walked 
this earth. And in His case there was 
absolutely no cause for it. He never 
did anything but what was perfectly 
right. But because the scribes and 
Pharisees were envious of Him they were 
always finding fault with everything He 
said or ‘did. 

What was the first criticism you found 
in this chapter? (v. 7.) What miracles 
had the Lord Jesus done in Capernaum 
before this? No one but God could have 
done any of those things. Yet the scribes 
took it for granted that He was just a 
man speaking blasphemies. They were 
right that only God can forgive sin, but 
they showed their evil, unbelieving 
hearts by assuming that Christ was not 
God, when His works and His words 
showed so plainly that He was, 

How did the Lord answer them? Did 
He say, “You miserable, blind critics, 
I have proved many times over that I 
am God manifest in the flesh”? No, He 
did not. What did He do? (Patiently 
proved to them by a fresh miracle that 
He was indeed God.) 

Christ knew that all opposition to Him 
came from the Devil. But the Devil 
found the scribes and Pharisees willing 
tools. Did you notice the particular 
thing that aroused this opposition? Christ 
had already performed. miracles of heal- 
ing, but this time He said to’ the sick 
man, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.” The 
Devil knew that Jesus had begun His 
great mission of saving people from their 
sins, and’ all His fury was aroused. Satan 
is more opposed to the salvation of souls 
than-to anything else, because when a 
person has his sins forgiven, he is moved 
out of Satan’s kingdom into Christ's 
Kingdom (see Col. 1:13). From:the time 
that Jesus. first said, “Thy sins be for- 
given thee,” until the day that He died 
on the cross, the Devil stirred up con- 
tinual opposition to Him. 

What did you find next? (v. 16.) Do 
you kpow what I would have said? “Well, 
anyway, the publicans and sinners are 
nicer than you are.” Did the Lord Jesus 
answer that way? No, He quietly ex- 
plained to them that He had come to 
help those who needed Him. Are you 
not glad that is true? He came to call 
sinners to repentance. Have you an- 
swered that call? If you have, you, too, 
may enjoy His blessed company. 

What was the third criticism? (v. 18.) 
I know how some people would have 
answered this, “None of your business.” 
But not so the holy Son of God. He pa- 
tiently explained the reason to the critics 
and then used the occasion to show them 
their need for regeneration. 

What was the fourth criticism? (vs. 23, 
24.) How did the Lord answer this time? 
By referring them to Scripture and tell- 
ing them that “the Son of man is Lord 
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. . of the sabbath.” Those who criti- 
cized Him so frequently are going to 
find one day. to their terror and despair 
that He is Lord of all, and that they 
must stand before Him to be judged. 

Now let us read together Mark 3:1-6. 
The critics are here in the synagogue. 
They are eagerly awaiting a chance to 
oppose the Lord Jesus again. They care 
not a whit for the man with the withered 
hand. They watch Christ for the sole 
purpose of finding fault. The Lord asked 
them a simple question and they were 
not even decent enough to answer. This 
time He looked round about on them 
with anger, not because of their treat- 
ment of Him but because of the hard- 
ness of their hearts. They did not want 
the afflicted man healed. They cared 
for no one but themselves. 

The Lord Jesus healed this man with 
a word, so they could not accuse Him 
of working on the Sabbath. He did no 
action at all. But immediately they took 
counsel with the Herodians how they 
might destroy Him. Can you think of 
anything more hard-hearted? They 
wanted to kill the one who brought heal- 
ing and blessing to all who appealed to 
Him for help. 

What opposition Christ met! People 
wanting to kill Him because He healed 
aman! We could not account for such 
bitter hatred if it were not for the Devil 
who had the evil hearts of these men 
under his control. 

Do you ever meet opposition in your 
Christian life? I am sure you do if you 
are really trying to live for Christ. Sec- 
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ond Timothy 3:12 says, “All that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.” In our country most of 
the opposition we meet is very mild. 
People sometimes say that they would 
rather face a cannon than be laughed 
at, but I rather think that is because 
they have not had the former experi- 
ence. I am sure I would not, though I' 
do not in the least enjoy being laughed 
at. Usually all we have to endure is 
a slight or a sneer or some unkind criti- 
cism which usually reaches us through 
some obliging mutual acquaintance. How 
should we meet such opposition? (Pa- 
tiently and always without anger at 
the way we have been treated. But it 
is right to be angry if God is dishon- 
ored or another is wronged.) Weshould 
never meet opposition by giving in to 
the Devil and stopping our work for 
the Lord. The Lord Jesus was always 
perfect but we are not. So it is well 
when we are criticized to examine our- 
selves to see if we have done anything 
that gives others a right to criticize. If 
sO, we can profit by it. If not, pay no 
attention, go right on serving the Lord. 

In our lesson today we have been 
thinking of facing opposition which 
comes from other people at the Devil’s 
instigation, However, there is a type 
of opposition caused by circumstances 
which we are meant to overcome. The 
first part of this chapter tells of four 
men who wanted to bring their sick 
friend to Jesus and they met several ob- 
stacles. Name some. (The man was 
unable to walk. The crowd was too 
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thick to get through. The roof had to 
be partially removed.) Notice how these 
four men overcame all and succeeded. 
They are splendid examples to us. We 
might have said, “I wish could get 
to Jesus. I am sure He could heal him,” 
and then let it go at that. Or we might 
have iaken him to Peter’s house and 
then gone home discouraged, saying: “I 
am sorry, but it was impossible to get 
through the crowd. There was nothing 
we could do about it.” But these four 
men got their friend to Jesus, and he 
was healed spiritually as well as physi- 
cally. There is an old saying, “Where 
there is a will, there is a way.” These 
men had real faith in Christ and real 
concern for their friend, so they worked 
together to bring him to Jesus. 

Let us follow their example. I wish 
four of you girls would agree to pray 
every day for some unsaved person in 
this community. And each of you invite 
her to Sunday school, and do every- 
thing in your power to get her to Jesus. 
If you will do that I believe that the 
Lord, seeing your faith, will save that 
soul. Will you try it? 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Wntattes Rend Table 


, Mlustratio’ ee 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
t the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Always on Duty.—Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good (Rom. 
12:21, Golden Text). A smart-looking 
railway guard, wearing a rose in his 
buttonhole, was doing his work on the 
platform. A half-drunken man, as he 
came past, snatched the rose from the 
guard’s buttonhole and flung it under 
the train with a drunken grin on his 
face. The guard’s face flushed red, but 
without a word he turned away. As 
he passed, a man complimented him, and 
said, “You took that splendidly, guard.” 
The guard said, “I am on duty, sir,” and 
passed on. If we could only remember 
that a Christian is always “on duty,” 
what a‘ lot of trouble we should save 
ourselves—From Watchman-Examiner. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa, 


A Covenant of Four—Which was 
borne of four (Mark 2:3). I read some- 
where of an unsaved man who was 
borne to the throne of grace in prayer 
by four Christian friends. Following the 
example of the four friends in this les- 
son, they covenanted together to pray 
singly and in a group until this unsaved 
man was converted. God heard their 
prayers and the man was gloriously con- 
verted.—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 
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The Faith of B. B. Sutcliffe’s Mother. 
—When Jesus saw their faith, he saith 
unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 
be forgiven thee (Mark 2:5). Twilight 
was settling gently over a little Nova 
Scotian home. Six sons and daughters 
were gathered about their mother’s bed- 
side, while two physicians ministered to 
her. For hours their patient had been 
unable to speak or move, and finally 
every sign of life disappeared. “She’s 
gone,” the doctors whispered. But that 


stout-hearted mother refused to die so 


long as one more service remained for her 
to perform. She must give a testimony to 
her children concerning her continuing 
trust in the faithfulness of a miracle- 
working God. Rising in her bed, she 
summoned strength and voice. In clear 
tone she prayed: “Lord, thank Thee 
... once more , . , for putting my Ber- 
nard into the Gospel ministry.” It was 
a mighty prayer of faith. Bernard B. 
Sutcliffe, seventh child in-the family and 
one dedicated to the Lord before his 
birth, was not at that time even a believer 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, much less a 
minister of the Gospel. He was far from 
the scene of his mother’s death-bed, and 
farther still from faith in his mother’s 
God. Upborne by divine assurance, the 
one who claimed her boy’s salvation and 
his usefulness in the Lord’s service set- 
tled back upon her pillow and the Lord 
took her Home. Ultimately her petition 
was answered abundantly. The son on 
whose behalf she pleaded became a per- 
suasive preacher of the good news of 
salvation. More than that, under 
heavenly tutelage he developed into one 
of the best-known Bible expositors of 
his day.—From Mildred M. Cook, in the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


True—but Forgiven.—Thy sins be 
forgiven thee (Mark 2:5). About the year 
1860 a great revival took place in Britain. 
It was largely connected with the con- 
version and work of the Hon. Bréwnlow 
North. He was a man of aristocratic 
family and upbringing, who-had plunged 
into deep and dark excesses. But he 
was suddenly awakened to the truth, and 
he went everywhere preaching the Word. 
Once, when he was conducting a mis- 
sion in Inverness, as he was going onto 
the platform, a note was put into his 
hand. It was from one of his former 
boon companions. The writer said, “You 
are a hypocrite,” and went on to remind 
him of-‘some of the scenes which together 
they had passed through. Brownlow 
North read the note to the vast audience 
with streaming eyes, and cried, “It is 
all true and far more, but,” he added, 
as he lifted his fine face to Heaven, “it 
is all forgiven! it is all forgiven !”— 
From the British Weekly. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 

If Only a Man, Why Fear Him?—Who 
can forgive sins but God only? (Mark 
2:7.) Some time ago a well-known lib- 
eral preacher, who denies the Godhead 
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of the Son, said to me: “I am not afraid 
of Jesus Christ. I can trust Him to deal 
faithfully with my case.” I replied: 
“Why should you fear Him? Why do 
you not say, ‘I am not afraid of Buddha, 
or of Mohammed?’ If Jesus is only a 
man, even though the best of men, you 
do not have to stand before Him for 
judgment. .It is to God all men must 
give account."—From “The Continual 
Burnt Offering,” by H. A..Ironsidg. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize 
illustration, 


The Catch in the Gospel.—I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance (Mark 2:17). As individuals 
we must acknowledge our need of the 
Saviour and trust in His atonement for 
our sins. There is the catch! Christian- 
ity is for sinners only. This is the 
“offence of the cross.” Christ is attrac- 
tive to many who never accept Him be- 
cause they would have to confess their 
sins to do so. I have often likened God’s 
gift of His Son to a gift of Emily Post’s 
book on etiquette. That book is desir- 
able, contains things we all would like 
to know, is worth four or five dollars, 
and goes well with an Oriental rug. But 
would you like to receive it for a birth- 
day present? “No!” “Why not?” “Be- 
cause the gift would imply I needed it.” 
That is the catch. That is also the catch 
in the Gospel. It is good news of infinite 
value. Why, then, do not all men be- 
lieve? Because the Gospel of redemp- 
tion implies that men need redemption. 
Let it be understood clearly that no one 
can be a Christian who does not ac- 
knowledge this need and confess his sins. 
—From United Presbyterian. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


What Kind of Watching?—And they 
watched him (Mark 3:2). I read some- 
where of a little boy who was told that 
the eye of God is always watching us. 
He thought a minute, and then he said, 
“I'd like to know what kind of watch- 
ing it is. Tim Brown watches me in 
school so he can tell Teacher if I whis- 
per, and get me bad marks. But Father 
watches me in a different way. When I 
am on the beach he keeps watch so I 
won’t get in too deep. I like that kind 
of watching. Is God watching like that?” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Wil- 
son Graham, Seattle, : 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 

Jesus Stands Firm (Mark 2:14-17, 23-28) 

HERE is a minister’s family which, 

among the ten children, has a Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. Let’s pre- 
tend Sally is named Matthew, Franklin 
is named Mark, Glenn is named Luke, 
and Gloria is named John, (Pin labels 
with the Bible names on the respective 
pupils.) John, tell us about the Bible 
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person for whom you are named. (It 
may be that John the disciple and John 
the Baptist may be confused in -pupils’ 
minds.) Luke, now tell us about your 
namesake. (Continue reviewing the 
Gospel writers studied in Lesson Two, 
concluding with Matthew.) 

Matthew had a good way of getting 
his friends acquainted with the Lord 
Jesus, didn’t he? I’m sure it was a grand 
party. The crooks and bad folks en- 
joyed the love and friendliness of the 
perfect Jesus. I think He enjoyed the 
party, too. He really loved them, and 
wanted to help them, 

But folks began to talk about. Him. 
The people who thought they were good, 
the church people, began to criticize 
Him. They thought He couldn’t be so 
good Himself or He wouldn't be eating 
and visiting with the crooks and bad 
folks. When the Lord Jesus heard about 
it, He said, “Healthy people don’t need 
a doctor, but sick folks do; in the same 
way it is not the good people but the 
bad that I have come to save.” How 
wonderful of the Son of God to care 
about them—and about you and me! 
I hope many of them were made over 
into good people. Did you find the Lord 
helped you make over one of your bad 
spots last week so you, too, could go 
about doing good? 

Strange how some people enjoyed try- 
ing to find something wrong with the 
Lord Jesus! One Sabbath Day He and 
His disciples were walking along a path 
through a grain field. The disciples 
picked some of the heads of grain and 
rubbed out the kernels to eat, as you 
might pick and eat wild strawberries 
growing along the road. At once the 
criticizers got busy, and. said to. the 
Lord Jesus, “Why, that’s- breaking the 
law —that’s harvesting grain. on-: the 
Sabbath !” 

The Lord replied with .a story from 
the Bible about David, whom they all 
admired. Once when David and ‘his men: 
were very hungry they ate-the bread 
which was supposed to be only for the 
priests.. -“The sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the sabbath.” The 
Sabbath was to help people. Would: it 
help to go hungry just because it .was > 
Sunday? Then the Lord said that -He 
was the Lord of the Sabbath. If He’ 
thought it was all right to pick: and eat 
grain, who were they to object? 

People were always finding fault with 
the Lord Jesus about something or other 
—even with Him! So you need not-be 
surprised if folks criticize and find fault 
with you.. No doubt-you often need it, 
because you are not perfect as He was! 
But if. it is because you are doing right 
and trying to please Him,. nevér you 
mind. what folks say, just keep on.: He 
is the Lord-of you, as well as the Sab- 
bath Day; -and do'as He says, not as 
people say. “Be strong in the Lord;-and in 
the power of his might” (Eph: 6:10, 

\Memory*Verse). Children-may copy-the 
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Memory Verse onto heart-shaped paper. 

Fannie was going over on Sunday aft- 
ernoon to see a sick boy in her class at 
school, taking a valentine and a Sunday 
school paper to him. A group of boys 
and girls who saw her going to his house 
kept. shouting, “Fannie’s. got a boy 
friend! Fannie’s got a boy friend!” Of 
course, Fannie did not like that. Should 
she get angry and say mean things, too? 
Should she turn around.and go home? 
What would you do if you were Fannie? 
What Bible verse could you tell her? 

The teacher can make up other in- 
stances where the Memory Verse might 
be applied. 


Orono, MAINE, 
w 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S, Low 


HIS is a lesson we all need, 

grownups as well as children, or, I 
might say, grownups more than chil- 
dren, for children are naturally friendly 
and have no race consciousness. 

Jesus passed by the customhouse and 
saw Matthew sitting there attending to 
his business, for he was a publican whose 
job was to collect the taxes, Jesus knows 
the hearts of all people, and He knew 
Matthew was. going to be one of His 
disciples: He said to him, “Follow me.” 

Don’t you wish you might have seen 
the Lord Jesus Christ when He was here 
on earth? He must have been the most 
winning of all people, for those two 
words, “Follow me,” took men away 
from their jobs without a word of ob- 
jection. No other person has ever been 
able to pass by men and win them with 
those ‘two words, “Follow me.” Even 
though we cannot see Him now, He is 








‘This Week's Questions Answered 


(Fhe questions are-on page 92) 
-1. The claims of Jesus, His friendship with 
sinners, His neglect of the traditions, and 
His apparent breach of the Sabbath. 


2. All of them: (a) Mark 2:7; (b) 2:16; 
(c) 2:18; (d) 2:24;°3:4-6. 
3. (a) By exercising it (v. 5);  (b) by 


dealing in sovereign manner with the effects 
(direct or indirect) of. sin (v. 11). 

4. (a} His deity; (b) His atoning work. 

5. He mingled with them as a Saviour, not 
as a companion... (See. Psa. 1:1 and 1 Cor. 
15:33.) 

.6Let. Matthew; 23‘ answer. Being igno- 
rant of their sick condition, they did not 
call the physician. 

7’ Luke fells us of: three such occasions 
(7:36; 11:37; 14:1). 

8: Works of necessity - (2:23-26) and of 
merey (8:1-5)Y... See Shorter Catechism, 
question 60. 

9..He made it a. deliberate challenge to 
His.critics (v. 4)... Sée alse Luke 14:2-5, 

10, The rigid Pharisees and the loose He- 
rodians found common ground in opposi- 
tion’-to~real goodness. (See also Matt. 22: 
15,: 16.) 


Wueaton, -ILt. 
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still winning men, and they are follow- 
ing Him to India and China and the 
islands of the sea. I hope each of us 
is following Him even to school and 
home again, downtown and home again, 
always following His leading. 

When Matthew left his tax collector’s 
office, the Lord went home with him, 
and he seems to have had a party for 
the Lord Jesus, for the Word says that 
many publicans and sinners sat and ate 
meat with Jesus and His disciples. And 
then it says another blessed thing, “Many 
. » . followed him.” 

But, oh, dear, what a storm that din- 
ner did make!. The scribes and Phari- 
sees were all worked up about it. How 
could He eat and drink with publicans 
and sinners? They wouldnt do such a 
thing! 

But Jesus said He didn’t come to call 
these self-righteous people, but sinners 
to repentance. Jesus died to save sin- 
ners. How glad I am that I knew that 
I was a sinner! Aren’t you glad; too? 

How many of you, when you have a 
party, ask some of the children who are 
not in your crowd, perhaps some boy 
or girl who is too poor to dress as well 
as you do? Or did you ever ask some 
of the children who live in the wrong 
part of town? You know what I mean, 
the children who live on tne wrong side 
of the railroad tracks, or in a. housing 
village; or if you live in Califernia, the 
children from a migrant camp. Do you 
ask them to your parties? . Why not? 

The Lord Jesus Christ died for those 
children, and He loves them as well as 
He does you. It is hard for us to be- 
lieve that. the Lord loves the Negro chil- 
dren in Africa or America, the Chinese 
children and the Japanese children, the 
children of India; that He loves them 
just as well as He does you beautiful, 
clean, well-dressed children of America. 
But we know He does, 

Now, don’t you suppose you could tell 
some of those children about the Lord 
Jesus and His love, and show a’ little 

‘bit of friendliness to-them?”” There are 
sO many little children who do not know 
a thing about love.’ ‘Nobody has: ever 
wanted them or’ loved them. Even 
mothers. sometimes do not want their 
very own babies! How awful! 

I want you to do something this next 
week. See if you can find a child who 
is poorer than you are; or who has no 
mother to love him, or a child that all 
the children snub and are catty about 
at school. When you have found that 
child, you do something kind and nice 
for him. He may not bea niee child. 
He may not be clean. He may not use 
good language. Jesus. didn’t. stop to ask 
Matthew a thing. He just said, “Follow 
me.” You can de -a’ kindness:for any 
child, and perhaps you may find that 
the child is just as fine and nice-as you 
are. But, anyway, you can. follow Jesus 
by being. friendly and kind, ‘and you 
may win-the-child for the Lord-Jesus.. I 
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have known people who believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ because some Chris- 
tian was loving and kind to them. You 
are the only sample of a Christian some 
people have. What kind of sample are 
you? ' 
Frtton, CAatir, 
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The Gospel Light in 
Irish City Streets 
(Continued from second page) 


to whom we gave St. Matthew in Irish. 
On G—— Street corner, gave three re- 
spectable young men ‘The Last Three 
Pages of an Officer’s Diary.’ On the 
way back they were reading it by a 
lamppost. The fourth was squatting 
on the pavement, buried in its pages. 
Lovely sight! Then to see three young 
couples, girls and men, all quietly read- 
ing their leaflets as they walked along, 
arm in arm. Holy scene! At quay had 
long, long talk with a drunkard who 
got the leaflet months ago.” 

“Sunday, the 22nd. Went to Phoenix 
Park to get away from the multitude, 
but found ourselves moving with a 
pretty thick crowd along the quayside 
toward the Park, so gave out booklets 
all the way. Nearly had them pulled 
from us at times. . . . Others would 
run so as not to miss their chance of 
a copy. Soldiers at football took them 
through the railing. Gave out about 
four hundred in one hour. Lay on the 
grass and prayed for them.” 

“Sunday, the 19th, gave out 1,500 to 
2,000 ‘One Legitimate Gamble.’ Mighty 
victory for the Lord, considering that, 
cn the first page, it is so plainly Moody 
and Sankey’s Gospel.” 

“Thursday, the 23rd. Our first mid- 
night lecture is over. Only two, the 
drunkard who promised to come and a 
prostitute. Blessed Jesus, save them 
both! We talked to the girl till 3 am., 
when the fire had gone out.” 


“For the past months, as the spirit of © 


seeking has increased, we have felt an 
increasing need for a public room to be 
kept open at ‘night to suit the night 
crowds. It would probably lead to Bible 
talks. All kinds come— prostitutes, 
drunkards, wastrels, and criminals — 
some well known to the police. They 
keep bringing one another 
groups of twos and threes. One night 
seven wild fellows came to see us, 
They asked Clara to sing, ‘Speak to me, 
Lord.’ One had heard it before. He said, 
‘That goes to my heart every time.’ 
Some were frivolous, some in deadly 
earnest. ‘Is there an eternity? How do 
you know?’ Women have come, too, 
with broken homes and broken hearts. 
They feel there is something real some- 
where and they want it.” 

“Sunday, the 4th. It was about 11 
p.m. when we got away tonight. First, 
two men down the quay, very much pre- 
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pared soil. They said: ‘You know, we're 
sinners. We won't hide it, and we may 
as well tell you. We've tried many a 
time to lead religious lives, but we’ve 
failed. It’s a great struggle to withstand 
sin. You kneel in church and you feel 
Christ is near you. You get up and join 
your companions, and then He’s far 
away. Tonight very far away.’ : 
“*Would you like to get near Him?’ 
“*An’ that I would!” 


“Were just coming out of Number 9, 
when we found two young men wait- 
ing in the dark shadows — two Nicode- 
muses, very hungry souls seeking ear- 
nestly to find if there is a Heaven at all 
and the way to it. Real desert-thirst! 
Went on till past midnight, when it 
started to rain.” 


“Wednesday, the 6th. Mary 
came for lunch. Poured out all the sor- 
did story of the underworld of Dublin, 
mothers and fathers selling their own 
daughters into a life of sin. Three weeks 
of hunger was the dark lane that led 
her into the awful life. 

“One a.m., went to Café, where 
Mary fell. The place was dimly lighted 
and dirty. We tried the door. It was 
locked, but they opened to us, then 
locked it. again as we entered. We or- 
dered coffee. Felt the deadly atmos- 
phere of prostitution. Faces so sad, 
hell’s prisoners! A staircase led to the 
chamber of death below. Gave ‘Dublin 
Like Heaven’ to the waiter and later to 
the manager a Douay Testament, well 
underscored with God’s invitations of 
love to sinners.” 


“Another blessed night of prayer. Two 
Catholics and eight Protestants. . 
only a few months saved (at an open- 
air meeting), told the Lord he was glad 
‘because His love was not rationed, full 
and free from the bloodtide of Calvary !” 

“O’Connell Street.."Met two at Par- 
nell’s statue, one an ex-Jesuit. “These 
ladies,” said he, ‘know more about Chris- 
tianity than we do, and they are sin- 
cere or they would not be out this time 
of night.’ He took us into a café for 
coffee. Asked a lot about sin and con- 
fession. We told him that we confessed 
to our High Priest, Jesus Christ. ‘Good 
enough,’ said he. Admitted that failure 
to get victory over sin was what beat 
him.” 

At times Miss Watt goes on colportage 
to other parts of Ireland. “In Galway, 
relying on the Holy Spirit, I took my 
stand at the exit of a cinema, 10.30 p.m., 
with a big package of leaflets in my 
hand and another tied by a string to 
my waist and covered with a shawl. 
The first to accept a copy was a priest. 
Then the crowd poured out, and such a 
clamoring for booklets I never heard, 
not even in Dublin. It was hard to keep 
hold of the precious parcel. ‘Go easy! 
Go easy! with the woman,’ shouted a 
youth. “Thank you,’ I said. ‘Do you help 











me,’ and he took half the bundle and One morning he arrived at a small 
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fell in for the job till all were served - 
about one hundred and fifty.” 


Two women facing the odds of this 
sin-smitten and Catholic capital. At 
times others come to their help, and one 
is interested to learn of the Maréchale, 
erect and passionate as sixty years be- 
fore, speaking to an Irish audience of 
two thousand, “never more military, 
never more tender, I thought.” Then 
there is Mr. Peter Connolly, who helps 
with afternoon Bible readings, “and in 
half nights of prayer where the battles 
are really fought out and won.” Mr. 
Connolly’s addresses are with power, 
especially one on his life story, “The 
Gangster” —a priceless record of God’s 
saving grace from robbery and drunk- 
enness. 

The air seemed electric as for to 
hours he gripped the audience that filled 
the hall and gallery. “I committed many 
sins in my life,” said Peter Connolly 
in the course of his address, “but there 
was one sin I was never guilty of. I 
never said ‘No’ to Jesus. The first time 
I heard His voice I fell at His feet and 
said, ‘Yes, Lord.’” 


There is no closer following of our 
Lord’s example than this ministry in 
Dublin. They are calling, not the right- 
eous, but sinners to repentance. After 
eight years of this loving, arduous labor 
they must be well known in Dublin, and 
especially to those who need them most. 
For the need is indeed great. “Our city 
is very depressed,” said a government 
official to Miss Watt. “We seem to have 
come to the end of everything, includ- 
ing our faith. If you have a vital faith 
in God and can impart it to others, it 
will be well worth your while to come 
and live among us.” 

Furthermore the time is auspicious. 
The old hatred of England is in abey- 
ance with the passing of economic injus- 
tices and with self-government. 
Wesley once said, “Be patient with Ire- 
land and you will get your reward.” With 
patience should go much prayer. Put 
Ireland on your prayer list, and espe- 
cially write the names there of Eva and 
Clara Watt—and look for answers. 
Such faithful, indefatigable, self-deny- 
ing, God-honoring, and God-believing 
testimony will not go unrewarded. 


Children at Home 


The Tiger Loses His Prey 
By Amelia O. Stott 


E WAS a rich, powerful Indian 

farmer and moneylender, known 
all over the district by the name of 
“the Tiger.” Woe to any poor man who 
fell into his cruel clutches, for he had 
no mercy. 
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poverty-stricken village where the peo- 

ple were called “Untouchables.” The 

Tiger hated and despised them, but he 

liked their money, and tried every 

means of getting some poor laborer into 
his net. Now he had come to see a man 
called Selim, who owed him*a debt. 

“Wretched son-of-a-dog,” he shouted 
when the poor debtor appeared trem- 
bling with fear.. “Pay me the money 
you owe me or else I take your young 
son to work on my farms!” 

The poor man, who had cast himself 
down in the dust at the fat money- 
lender’s feet, wept and begged, en- 
treated and worshiped, but all in vain. 
His only son, Kazi, a bright, intelligent 
boy. of fourteen, was to join the slave 
bands of youths which the moneylender 
recruited from all who failed to pay 
their debts with the huge interest de- 
manded. 

Selim was in great distress, for Kazi 
had never been very strong, and he was 
now so useful to his father that he could 
not bear the idea of losing him. 

Kazi was terribly upset at the idea 
of becoming a slave under so cruel a 
master, but he bravely tried to comfort 
his parents. 

“IT will work so hard,” he said, “that 
maybe I shall escape too much punish- 
ment and beatings. If we worship the 
gods very earnestly they may help us.” 

Poor Kazi, however, was not long in 
finding that his new life was almost un- 
bearable. The other boys, hardened by 
their misery and hopelessness, treated 
him as badly as possible, so that his 
lot was wretched indeed. 

However, there was an old watchman 
called Ram whose duty was to look after 
the boy slaves, and after a time he be- 
came quite friendly to the persecuted 
lad. 

Old Ram hated injustice and cruelty, 
so he tried his best to save Kazi from 
the others, and he often spoke kindly 
to him. 

In earlier life Ram had visited Indian 
fairs and festivals all over the Province 
where many Christian preachers had 
been talking to the people and telling 
them of Jesus Christ, the world’s Sav- 
iour. The Gospel stories had been mixed 
up in Ram’s mind with all sorts of 
heathen legends, but he remembered 
hearing that this Lord Jesus, who 
wrought such marvelous cures, was alive 
today. 

Kazi listened eagerly, and when Ram 
declared that this “foreign” God was 
said to answer poor people’s prayers, the 
boy asked breathlessly, 

“Oh, do you think, old Grandfather, 
He could do anything to set me free 
from this misery?” 

“Well,” said the old man, “those preach- 
ers confidently said, ‘Jesus Christ has 
all power in Heaven and on earth, and 
loves everyone.’ Perhaps He might take 
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“But, how do you worship Him prop- 
erly?” asked Kazi. “I do not-know what 
He wants, so, of course, He may not hear 
me, but I can but try.” 

Ram was very vague and doubtful as 
to its being any use, but’ the boy was 
resolved to pray, constantly, and he did 
so day and night, at his work and when- 
ever he got a single moment in which 
to turn his thoughts to prayer. 

Another youth from -his village ar- 
rived: one day, but he could give Kazi 
no hope as-to his father’s being any 
better able to pay anything toward his 
son’s release. 

Kazi was tempted to give up his 
prayers in despair, but something 
seemed to prevent him, and he continued 
to plead with this “foreign” Jesus for 
some miracle. 

After a long time the boy was sum- 
moned one morning to the Tiger’s office, 
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He went in fear yet filled with a great 
longing that something or other might 
have happened to give him a faint hope 
of release. To his joy he was told he 
could go home in a few days’ time, and 
Kazi dared not ask any questions but 
bowed politely and withdrew. 

When at last he got home, oh, what 
rejoicings there were! Then the happy 
story was told of how two Indian Chris- 
tian preachers had come to the village 
with their “pictures of Heavenly Light.” 
As Kazi’s father saw and listened to the 
Gospel story he became assured that 
these teachers spoke “the truth of 
Heaven.” 

He became friendly with the men who 
were kind and helpful, and when Kazi’s 
father took very sick, one of them per- 
suaded him to go to the nearest mission 
hospital. 

“There,” said Kazi’s father, “I saw men 
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and women following the example of 
their Lord. and Saviour and giving up 
their lives to heal and help all suffer- 
ing folk.” 

Kazi’s father, whose recovery proved 
to be very slow owing to his worry over 
his son, was encouraged to tell his story 
to the kind doctor. He proved a friend 
indeed, for his brother was the district 
commissioner and knew all about the 
Tiger and his slaves. 

The doctor went as surety for the debt, 
and it was arranged that Kazi’s parents 
should come and work at the hospital. 
Thus, in time, the money would be re- 
paid, and a new life would begin for 
the whole family. 

Oh, how happy Kazi was, to be set 
free from his misery! The Tiger had 
lost his prey, but best of all Kazi re- 
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joiced that now, like the great apostle, 
he was the bondslave of Jesus Christ 
his Saviour. 

Worrtuine, Sussex, Enc. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 13 
1, Has Our Nation a Caste System? 
(Gal, 3:26-29; Acts 10:9-18, 34, 35) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS week's topic and next week's 

have been chosen to fit in with 
the observance, on February 13, of Race 
Relations Day, and. on February 20 of 
World Brotherhood Day. 

It is important that, as Christian young 
people, we see clearly certain basic 
truths laid down in God’s Word if we 
are to have a correct understanding of 
Christian responsibility to those of other 
races. The Bible makes it very plain 
that in. this present age, in God’s sight, 
there is no difference in race or color. 
All races on the earth today have de- 
scended from our common ancestors, 
Adam and Eve, and Noah and his wife. 
The Bible does not reveal how color 
differences began, but we are told that 
language differences and the separation 
of language groups became necessary 
because of man’s pride and sin and 
drawing away from God (Gen. 11). 

$8 

It is plain also from the Scriptures that 
prejudice and discrimination and sus- 
picion between the races have their 
origin in man’s sinful, degenerate heart. 
These qualities are just as deplorable 
and vicious when they appear in so- 
called civilized groups or individuals as 
when they show themselves in barbaric 
or underprivileged or backward peoples, 
It is sin in the heart that prompts any 
race or individual to exploit another, 


. and it is not until God does something 


in the hearts of men that they are really 
willing and ready to treat other races 
and groups as they should. 

b 4 


Our Scripture lesson directs our at- 
tention to the experience of Peter after 
the Lord’s resurrection. He had been 
going about from place to place witness- 
ing to his own people, the Jews, con- 
cerning the Lord’s death and resurrec- 
tion. But the time had come for God 
to open Peter’s eyes to the great truth 
that the Gospel of Christ was intended 
not only for Jews, but for Gentiles, also; 

Peter’s understanding, up to this point, 
was that the Jews were a peculiar race 
and a chosen people. This was not some 
primitive or mistaken idea. God Him- 
self had chosen the Jews as a peculiar 
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people, and had carefully instructed 
them as to sharp lines of scparation that 
were to divide them from other races. 
The Scriptures show plainly that God’s 
reason for this was that He might keep 
them pure from the idolatry and sin 
of the other nations, and demonstrate 
through them what He would and could 
do with any nation who was willing 
to make Him their God, and follow His 
ways. It was not that God loved the 
Jew more than the other races of the 
earth, but because in them he saw a pos- 
sibility of developing a race that would 
be a witness and a testimony to Him, 
and in this way bring the other nations 
into an acknowledgment of Him, and 
a willing and glad obedience to His laws 
and precepts. 

But the Lord Jesus had come, and the 
Jews, as a nation, had rejected Him, and 
turned away from God’s plan and pro- 
gram for their race. . The time had now 
come for God to turn to the Gentiles. 
Peter was therefore given this vision on 
the housetop at Joppa to help him see 
thet all races, represented by the motley 
collection of animals in the sheet that 
was let down from Heaven in the vision, 
were to be the recipients of the Gospel, 
and that Peter was to minister the Gos- 
pel to them as well as to his own people, 


Cornelius had been a heathen and an 
idolater, worshiping idols made with 
hands. But he had somehow, possibly 
through his association with the Jewish 
nation, come to know about the true God 
and to believe on Him, and he had 
sought to honor Him, and to pray to 
Him. As God always does when any 
individual responds to light received, 
He made provision for Cornelius to re- 
ceive the fuller light of the Gospel of 
Christ. In a dream, He instructed Cor- 
nelius to send for Peter, and it was in 
preparation for that summons that God 
also sent'a vision to Peter, showing him 
that he was not to withhold from this 
man, who was not a Jew, the message 
that heretofore Peter had thought was 
for Jews only. The record tells us that, 
when Cornelius heard Peter’s message, 
he believed on Christ, and accepted Him, 
and was baptized. 


Notice that as a result of this experi- 
ence Peter did not cease to be a mem- 
ber of the Jewish race, nor did Cornelius 
become a Jew. Peter was still a simple 
disciple of Christ, and Cornelius, as far 
as we know, continued to be a Roman 
centurion. The change came in their 
hearts through the regenerating power 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and this is the 
key to the true mission of the church 
today. ‘ 

In the matter of race relationships in 
the day in which we live, the church 
can do nothing to change the color of 
a person’s skin or the name of the race 
to which he or she belongs. The New 
Testament carries no implication that 
faces are to be intermingled by inter- 
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marriage, and the like. But there is a 
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greatest contribution that the church of 
Christ can make in the difficult and in- 
volved question of race relationships is, 
by word and deed, to spread the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to seek to 
bring men and women into a saving 
knowledge of Him. When men and 
women get to know Him, and are will- 
ing to let Him control their hearts and 
lives, only then can they and will they 
live in peace, and love, and true con- 
sideration for others, regardless of color 
or race. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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With the New Books 


Our Inheritance of Salvation. By C. 
Gordon Brownville, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York 10; $1.75.) Dr. 
Brownville, a member of the Massachu- 
setts Bar, having actually spent seven 
years in practice, has written this ex- 
tremely interesting book. A short book 
of 159 pages broken up into nine chap- 
ters, it presents the riches of the grace 
of God. Redemption, pardon, adoption, 
security, imputation of God’s righteous- 
ness, and the like, are presented by 
drawing analogies between the civil law 
and the divine law. The author proves 
that God must be just in order that He 
might be loving, and consequently must 
punish those that break His laws by 
always exercising His rights to grant 
pardon and forgiveness to all those who 
will accept. Each chapter closes with 
a summary, which is very comprehen- 
sive. Many illustrations are given that 
are convincing and challenging. The 
educated skeptic, looking for proofs, 
should respond to this book outlining 
God’s full salvation. 


Checking Up on the Bible by Facts of 
Science. By J. W. Simmons, M.D. (J. W. 
Simmons, Simpson, Kans., $1.50.) The 
main subjects treated in this book in- 
clude “Bible and Biology,” “Genesis and 
Geology” (Fossils and Facts), and Bible 
“Contradictions.” An important observa- 
tion is set forth by the author in citing 
Robert M. Hutchins, president of the 
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University of Chicago, to the effect that 
a scientist who achieves eminence in the 
natural sciences will proceed to specu- 
late in the theological field (p. 15), a 
field in which he may have had no train- 
ing, and, in such a case, he will be speak- 
ing as an amateur.” He cites Luther 
Burbank to the effect that one cannot 
cross over lines of species, shown by 
the fact that one cannot cross the grape 
and the blueberry, the apple and the 
orange, or the dog and the sheep (p. 29). 
The author deals with the argument 
which holds that the birth of a child 
with a tail is an evidence of evolution 
from tailed ancestors, and in this con- 
nection he points out that one might 
likewise argue that a two-headed calf 
would indicate that cattle were originally 
two-headed (p. 55). Both are examples 
of supernumerary organs and have no 
evolutionary . significance. This _ little 
book, with more documentation than 
many casual books on the subject of 
“Science and the Bible,’ leaves one with 
the feeling that there is a great need 
for more complete work to be done in 
the realm of Christian apologetics by 
Christians who are specialists in such 
fields as biology, geology, paleontology, 
archaeology and anthropology. 


Practical Expositions of First Peter. 
By Joseph Nieboer. (Our Daily Walk Pub., 
1158 West 29th St., Erie, Pa., $3.) De- 
lightful because of its simplicity, its 
homely but beautiful illustrations, and 
its open-eyed wonder at and firm faith 
in the glorious truths of the Word of 
God, this book is intensely practical and 
most helpful in relating Scriptural doc- 
trine and admonition to one’s daily life. 
It is filled with a sense of hope and 
trust that buoys up the reader’s .own 
faith. Although this commentary of 300 
pages is arranged to make consultation 
of specific verses easy, it is also pleas- 
urable to read without interruption. Both 
layman and preacher will be inspired 
and blessed with the use thereof. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 7 to 13 
Mon.—Mark 2:1-5. Men of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When Jesus saw 
their faith.” Faith must be shown by 
works. And it is by its manifestations 
that it can be seen. The works of faith 
are very important in obtaining the 
blessings of faith. All the heroes. of 
faith manifested their faith by works. 
Abel built an altar and offered a more 
acceptable sacrifice than Cain. Noah, 
moved with fear, built an ark. All of 
these great believers mentioned in the 
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Book of Hebrews did something to show 
their faith. Is your faith actively obe- 
dient to God? Pray for Nurses Chris- 
tian Fellowship, 25 Oak Ave., Kempton 
Park, Transvaal, S. Africa. 
Tues.—Mark 2:6-12. Opposition of Scribes. 
PrayeR Succestions: “Certain 
scribes.” Prejudice closes the eyes to the 
light of truth. The scribes, whose busi- 
ness it was to copy the Law, because of 
prejudgment, rejected the testimony of 
Christ as they had also done that of 
John the Baptist. They opposed Christ 
because they disliked His teaching. On 
the same basis great numbers of re- 
ligious people reject the Bible and its 
Christ today. Pray for Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns, 1505 Race St., Phila- 
delphia 2, — 


' Wed.—Mark 2:18-22. Growing Opposition. 


PraYeER SuccestTions: “Why do the dis- 
ciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, 
but thy disciples fast not?” Catch ques- 
tions asked by the opponents of Christ 
arose from their wicked natures. But, 
notwithstanding their wicked — designs, 
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our Lord answered kindly and gently, 


and so as to turn their attention to the © 


| Scriptures of truth. Let us learn from 
our gentle Saviour how to deal with un- 
reasonable people. Pray for Goodwill 
Home and Rescue Mission, 28-44 Eagle 
St., Newark 2, N. J. 
Thurs.—Mark 2:26-28. Jesus Faces Criticism. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Why do they on 
the sabbath day that which is not law- 
ful?” (v. 24.) Those who criticize Christ’s 
servants criticize the Lord whose they 
are and whom they serve. The critics 
of Christ blamed Him while they were 
blaming unjustly His servants. They 
took no care to know the truth which 
the Lord employed to silence their mis- 
judgment. Learn from the Lord how 
to give a soft answer to unkind people. 
Pray for Calvary Rescue Mission, 271 
Passaic St., Passaic, N. J. 
Fri.—Luke 11:37-4€. The Pharisees Rebuked. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye Pharisees 
make clean the outside of the cup and 
the platter; but your inward part is full 
of ravening and wickedness.” Stern as 
were our Lord’s rebukes, He had in 
view the eternal welfare of the rebuked. 
He always spoke truth in love, and we 
are exhorted to do the same. While we 
are indicating horror over the sins of 
people, let us show compassion for their 
soul’s condition. In our day we, too, 
often fail here as 2 Timothy 4:2 will 
show. Pray for the Sunshine Mission, 
310 Market St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Sat.—Mark 11:15-18. Courage To Oppose Wrong, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus went into 
the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold and bought in the: temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the seats of them that sold 
doves; and would not suffer that any 
man should carry any vessel through the 
temple.” The boldness of Christ in op- 
posing wrong was spiritual and not car- 
nal. His was boldness for the right 
against the wrong. “The zeal of God’s 
house ate him up.” Holy courage is 
sadly wanting today. Many glaring evils 
are tolerated even in evangelical con- 
gregations. The flashing eyes of Christ 
are too little observed today.: (See Rev. 
2:18.) Pray for Faith Rescue Home, Inc., 
Asheville, N. C. 
Sun.—Matthew 23:23-36. 
Christ’s Last Warning. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto you!” 
These eight woes of Christ against the 
wicked religious leaders of His day 
should be carefully pondered. They 
contain forewarnings of eternal doom 
that shall fall upon all such impenitent 
sinners. In our day of easygoing re- 
ligion we need to receive these whole- 
some words of Jesus Christ. And if we 
are ashamed of Him and His words He 
will certainly be ashamed of us when 
He comes in the glory of His Father with 
the holy angeis. Pray for the Whoso- 
ever Mission, 1216 Federal St., Pittsburgh 
12. 
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Where boys become Christian gentlemen 


BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 


Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 


Eighth grade graduates register in annual 
scholarship competition now. 


For details write, 
Headmaster - - Asheville, N. C. 











9000 workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, 
greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 








CHICAGO 5, ILL. 








COAST TO COAST - EVERY TUESDAY MORNING 
Presented 
CLUB ALUMINUM PRODUCTS CO.—Chicago 14, iit 








“Feed LL Sheep” 


Come Over Into Chicago 


Insistent calls have come to us to 
send full-time workers into Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Chattanooga, and 
Indianapolis, and to expand. our 
work in New York. 


Our missionaries are now laboring 
fruitfully in New York, Brooklyn, 
Los Angeles, Seattle, Tucson and 
Phoenix, Santa Monica and Venice, 
and in Mexico. The Lord has 
gloriously met these needs. We be- 
lieve He is calling us to widen our 
search for the ‘‘lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,’’ and will enable us 
to meet these new calls. 

Pray for the Jews, daily. And pray 
for us, earnestly and unceasingly. 
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ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 


AMERICAN 


WINON LAKE, INDIANA 
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Composed of from forty to fifty fine voices, chosen in competition 
and thoreughly disciplined in ensemble performance, the now 
famous Houghton College Choir renders the great music of the - 
church in about sixty concerts and radio performances annually. 


USICAL preparation at HOUGHTON is comprehensive ~ 
and thorough. National accreditation of the Division of 
“Music, and its rapid development with a present Faculty 
_of thirteen members, have made necessary an- entire Music 
~ Building. This handsome brick structure was erected in 1932. 
It. contains sixteen individual sound-proof practice rooms 
~and eight studios, beside classrooms, a suitable office and #5 
- recital auditorium. : 


Courses in Voice, Violin, Piano and Musie Educa a 
- HOUGHTON are especially strong, leading to the degree of 
Bachelor of Music. Graduates of the Department of Public 
‘School Music are also qualified to receive the New York State 
" Supervisors’ Certificate... 

~ Seo Musical organizations at the College are:many and varied, 

ct * and their work is exceptional. Several of them travel exten- 

_o*-. sively, Christian character is encouraged. Write for catalog. 





ntract with such a growing Chris- 
institution ae prove to be = = : : 
€ nsures a. promptly The College Male Quartete, a a year- 
‘life. Write for details. round organization, travels exten- 
oo ns eee sel rt oren e 


HOUGHTON, 


€or complete details please address office of the President, Dept. T. 





